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Clayoquot: Issue isn’t the trees

HOSE WHO have been watching the PBS

special on the early American civil rights

movement could only be struck, as I was,

by the parallels between this legitimate,
non-violent protest movement and the protests oc-
curring today at Clayoquot Sound.

Ironically, as government and media seem hesi-
tant to admit, the main issue at stake here runs
much deeper than concern for trees, just as the
civil rights movement was not about lunch count-
ers; rather it is about power and the security of our
democratic institutions and freedoms.

With the continued mass-arrest of non-violent
protesters, we could be in Alabama or Mississippi
of the 1960s, where black (and white) men and
women were arrested and brutalized simply for ex-
ercising their democratic right to free expression.

The absurd court procedures are also an at-
tempt to degrade and to demoralize the individuals
involved and to destroy opposition.

Indeed, the powers that be, ostensibly the gov-
ernment, but in reality Big Business, have managed
to make political expression illegal and have
forced hundreds of law-abiding citizens (whose
opinions do not seem to count) into civil disobedi-
ence.

This attempt by that unholy triad, the multina-
tional logging companies, the unions and the gov-
ernment, to marginalize, stigmatize and humiliate
opposition is both a base manipulation of force to
protect their interests and a violation of civil
rights. .

The silence of the multinationals on most issues
here is also striking; but, as usual, silence says a
lot. By keeping quiet on this existential question,
they have helped to polarize the debate, reducing
it to a confrontation between loggers and environ-
mentalists — who are often absurdly and insult-
ingly compared to terrorists — in order to manipu-
late public opinion.

They argue that by stopping loggers from de-
stroying the forests, the environmentalists are
abusing the loggers® civil rights.

This is not true. .

Not only is there no guaranteed right to work —
just ask all those laid off in the manufacturing sec-
tor in Ontario after the Free Trade Agreement —
but jobs in the forest industry are not eliminated .
by environmentalists or by environmental con-
cerns, but by the multinationals.
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By John Hinde

1t is a gross error to assume that the multination-
als are concerned with the well-being of the men
and women employed today in the forest industry.
These companies continually reduce the number of
employees through increased mechanization and
production rationalization, but they nonetheless
still continue to make enormous profits. These high
profits, not jobs, are the concern of the multina-
tionals.

That the controversy over Clayoquot Sound has
racist overtones, can also not be overlooked. Have
the natives been consulted about the exploitation
of their land? Has native opinion ever been the
concern of the unholy triad, except when it inter-
feres with profit margins?

Just as slavery was in the interest of landowners
of the American south, we too have become en-
slaved into disastrous economic and environmen-
tal policies by the major landowners of this prov-
ince, the multinationals.

Rather than promote a mixed economy of indus-
try, commerce and manufacturing, the governing
powers have only promoted the exploitation of nat-
ural resources.

The economic history of British Columbia, from
the maritime fur trade, through coal, fishing and
forestry, has been characterized by short-sighted,
but short-term and highly profitable, exploitation
of natural resources, until that resource, be it bea-
vers or trees, has been eliminated.

The entire process begs the question, who has
the power in this province and country? The peo-
ple? Clearly it is Big Business. Just as they oblige
the government and the courts to arrest activists
who protest against their interests, Big Business
can dictate economic and political policy.

But what will happen when, the profits having
been made, the trees having been cut, the multina-
tionals skip town.

What kind of legacy will they leave? Nothing but
a third-world wasteland.

John Hinde Is a PhD candidate In history at the State
Unlversity ot New York currently living in Nanaimo.
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