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When

stars
speak
out

Why a Kennedy
is making waves
Jor a neighbour

BY JACQUIE McNISH
New Yok Bureas

" travel far and wide.

At 39, he is a committed envi-
ronmental activist who has spent
six years working as a senjor law-
yer for a major environmental
group and teaching environmen-
tal law at Pace University in
White Plains. -

And, of course, he is a Ken-
nedy. This guarantees him major
med‘;a_ attention, whether he is
fighting to clean up the Hudson
River, ‘which runs through this

“Jeafy, middle-class community 50

miles porth of New York City, or
to preserve the rain forests of far-

dor. .
Now he has t the Ken-
Tw

years ago, after a canoe trip to
James Bay with the Crees of
Northem 6ucbet, he joined their
campaign against the massive
G o aher pasding
ject. ugust, ing
along the west coast of Yancouver
Island, be i the drive
gk e o e S0

newspapers. Esquire magazx’::
even published an essay he wrote
about James Bay entitled North
America's Amazon.

The results have pleased Cana-
da's fragmented environmental
and native groufs.

“Because of Bobby's stature
and name, we're no longer per-
ceived as just a bunch of pimitive
Indians,” says Matthew Coon-
Come, Grand Chief of the Que-
bec Crees. “He elevated our fight
to a whole different level.”

“We are honoured to have his
support,” adds Colleen McCrory,

man of the Valhalla So-
Giety, one of many small B.C.en-
vironmental groups fighting the
decision in April to atlow cutting
of two-thirds of the Clayoquot
rain forest. “Bobby Kennedy has
given us the international profile
we so desperately needed.”

From another perspective,
however, Mr. Kennedy's emo-
tional depictions of dead caribou
in James Bay and stripped moun-
tains in B.C. has helped to make
Canada a dirtv word abroad.
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Two Towns Do Battle Over Canada's Rain Fores
AL

8y CLYDEH. FARNSWORTH
Spmcial +0 Mhe trw Yort Times .

TOFINO, Bnush Columbia — *“It's
barbaric what they're doing,” Nor-
teen Lillico, 3 shopkecper. said, argu-
tng against the decision by Briush
Columbia’s government (0 allow log-
ging in the formerly protected rain
forest on the craggy west coast of
vancouver island.

““The wild places on earth aro rare
cnough and threatened and must be
protect
ness behind the counter of her nawicai
foods shop, Organic Matters, on To-
fino's main commercia! strect. a few
hundred feet from Duffin Cove.

Ms. Liilico. 30, was one of the
peeceful protesters arrested last
summec for carrying thelr opposition
to the point of refusing 10 step owt of
(he way of memmoth logging trucks
headed 1nt0 the pristine intenor nocth
and west of here.

In one of the fargest Mass arresus
 Canadian history, ncarly 800 were
detained, charged with dc’('rng a
court injunction obtained by MacMil
lan Bloedel Lid., the region's biggest
logging company. The Injunction
banncd demonstrators from iis log-
1ng sies.

Anclent Trees and Esgles

These sites are n & domawn of
ancieat cedar, hemlock. balsam and
spruce — including at least ono red
cedar dating from before the coliapse
of the Roman Emgtre — of thickets of
soimanberry, huckleberry and salal
of black bears. black-tailed deer, wa-
terfowl. migsatory shore birds and
bald caglecs.

Thirty miles down (he coast from
Tofina 13 the town of Ucluciet, 8t the
southern end of the Pacific Rim Na.
tional Park. where Dave Olson. 38,
works 3t one of the logging s1ations.

He rims logs after the huge Lrees
are (clicd and hauted {rom the tntert-
or. brands and sorts them just before
they are rolled into the water. 10 be
towed 10 the sawmills &t Port Albernt.
The logs are made 1nlo doards and
shinglcs of masned o puip for
acwspapers and telephone books.

Nearly hail the wood gocs 10 the
United States. a flow that hag been
icressed in recent years by success-
tul lawsunts by environmental groups
aganst Amerkan loxgers. .

ed,"” she said with serene frm- |

INTERNATIONAL SATURLAY. NOVEMBER 13 1993

‘4

.Dave Olson at work at & logging staten in the town
of Uduelet in British Columbis. He said environe
mentalists protesting the government's decision 10

- ——— —

A2

Zaaavens Ruchet for The Mo Yors Ton

allow logging in the formerly protected rain forest @
the west coast of Vancouver Taland are secking
destroy his job and his livelihood.

Mr. Olson complaing that environ-

mentalists are seeking to destroy his

livelthood. “They want me to pull
out”* he said 1 have a wife and three
children | peed my job.”* He has been
with MacMillen B{oede for 18 years.

The stocky, good-natured er
pointed a whick, callused forelinger
across the waters of Ucluelet inkt at
s steetch of 1and that was clesr<ut
years ago, where newly planted
spruce and cedars, looking more iike
whigkers oa a youth's chin have
many decades (0 0 before they can
be harvested

Wildeness for Tourists

“1t's froni,” Mr. Olson said. “My
1173t Job with the company was plant-
ing trees. But trecy like those take
maybe 80 to 100 yesrs (o grow.”

Tolino (population 1.100) and
Uctuelet (population 2,000) are (wo
aides of the conflict that has been
tearing at this island since Apri 13,
when Premier Michael Harcourt al-
lowed logging on two-thirds of & tract
the size of Rhode 1sland atong Clayo-
quot (proncunced klak-wit) Soond.

Tolina. 8 town of art gallertes and
{nhabited by many artists, capitslizes
on spors{lshing whale-wstching,
wiiderness-trexking and other forras
of toursm. -

“wilderness is one of our main

altractions,” said Julie Deaper, 3.2
raphic artist and a director of
riends of Clayoquot Sound. the fead-

ing anti-logging grovp “Clear<ut

hlllsides ure hardly the best way to
draw toyrism.”
Uclusiet has no art gallertes. More

roughty hewn, it is the
men and and the headquar-

loggers ;
ters of MacMillan Bloedel's Kennedy
Lake division, which employs 3,000
including 1,000 loggers.
division manager, Don Dow-
un’.so. who holds 8 master’'s degeee
tn lorestry from Yale, insisted that
the government decision was & “bal-

anced and fsir one and has comemunt-
»”e w(

ty speaking
against it he s “are vicima o &
grest deal of mistaformation”

‘For Suatalaable Logging’
Premier Harcourt, of the Socialist-
loaning New Democrastic Party,
linked the decision W substandally
tighter restrictions on the way fog-
ging companiew operatle, includ
controls on the gmount of forest
that can be a per yeal, requires
ments (o “view corridors’ W keep
sorne trees standing at the odges of
denuded twathy and guideiines fer
protecung salmon streams. .

e of {isher-

Denms $t. Jacques, & former iof
¢ who owng Smiley's restauran
and bowling afley on Peninsulz Roa
in Ucluelet, sasd: ~“Thig i3 a goo
decislon. It's for sustainadle loggin,
0 that everyoae Can CArry on his owl
life style. Why should one fife styl
supersede another?™
orley Johnsen. 13, 8 “faller.” wik
makes (he first wedge-shaped cv
{010 8 tree that determines the direc
tion (a which It falls, added ~“We
object to people forcng thelr e style
m “*00

The move to log one of the lasi
major stands of anctent rain forest ir
North America has slready had ma
’o‘i{:"““' repercyssions

declaion by the New Dcmo-
crats, traditionally sensitive to envi-
ronmental concemns, dismayed many
supponers 3nd helped cause & rout of
the party in the province I natsanal
elections 1n October. New Dernocrats
weat from 19 to 2 seals in Bpush
Cotumbis and lost sll six seats ey
had heid on Vancouver [sland

“If the decision 13 fully impleroent:
od,”* the Slarra Clud of Western Cans-
da said 1n & brochure urging mem-
bers o procest, 74 out of every 100
oid-growth Lrees in Clayoquat Sound
will have dissppeared.”




