Brett Witthoeft
After graduating from the PACI program in 2005, I taught English in Japan as a participant in the JET (Japan Exchange and Teaching) Programme.  I spent a year-and-a-half in the Nagano countryside, teaching English to elementary and junior high students and conducting evening adult conversation classes.  It was a fantastic experience that I would recommend to other PACI students.

After a year and a half in Japan, my thoughts turned to coming home to Canada and getting a job.  Among the people I emailed about employment prospects was a military contact that had been referred to me by Dr. Woon while I was working on a paper for her PACI 490 theory class.  As luck would have it, he mentioned that an opening in his office was coming up.

I applied for the job and managed to be accepted.  Since then, I’ve been working as an Indo-Pacific security researcher at CFB Esquimalt.  My job entails scouring unclassified sources for material for briefings for primarily Canadian Navy personnel, as well as many others involved in the security field.  I’ve also been fortunate enough to go onboard the HMCS Regina to give briefings to crew members while at sea. 

The PACI program certainly taught me several things that helped me to get my current job- language and culture skills notwithstanding.  First, being able to research, compile, and analyze information on any given topic is a valuable skill no matter the field you’re in.  Second, engaging people from various backgrounds and experience is an excellent way to learn about a topic.  Third, the PACI department is a close one, and the faculty is supportive of students long after they’ve left the halls of Clearihue.  Given the size and importance of the Indo-Pacific, combining the cultural and linguistic skills learned from the PACI department with skills gleaned from other fields and faculties, such as business or journalism, should serve students well in the real world.

