Outline of Talk (& paper)
 (Your outline should be 1-2 single-spaced pages long (plus references on additional page).  The more complete it is, the better the feedback I can give you on your organization. However, you must be brief and to the point. (Use point form). Do your best to keep it no longer than 2 pages.  One of your main jobs in presenting is to be selective and get right to the point. This is your first pass at distinguishing essential elements of your talk.
General Advice

Have a clear idea of the point you wish to make during the talk.  You should present evidence to support this point, and provide sufficient information that your audience can understand the evidence and come to believe the point.  Include what is necessary and sufficient to this process; exclude information that is not relevant to your point.

                 Your Title (Defining your area)

 A. Beginning (Intro):

    1. Main area of interest and issue being addressed

       a) e.g., what aspect of recovery of function?

    2. Specific point you wish to make (your premise)

       a) Such & such has this role in (or effect on) this process.

    3. Background material (knowns) necessary to understand experiments

       a) Early work - to establish rationale of specific experiments

       b) Basic anatomy, pharmacology, behaviour, being manipulated

       c) Unknown: What in general is not known, that you will be trying to show

 B. Middle

    1. Experiment 1 (Give author/lab and year for context)

       a) Rationale and Question being tested (Hypothesis)

       b) What experimenters did (Operational definitions)

       c) What the subjects did (Dependent variables - results) – SHOW DATA
       d) What the experimenters thought their observations meant and/or what you think the results mean to the point you are making. (i.e., Interpretations)

        e) Bridge to next experiment: having found out . . . , the next question becomes . . . 
    2. Experiment 2 (Give author/lab and year for context)

       a) - e) as above

    3. Experiment 3 

        As above

    4. Experiment 4 (if necessary)

        As above

 C. End (Discussion)

    1. Summary: Recap Interpreted findings of experiments (one at a time)

    2. Integration of findings, leading to a general conclusion (Key step, often missed)

    3. General implications of conclusion.

       a) i.e., what do specific results mean in a larger context,

          1) namely, the large context you specified at the opening of the talk.

 D. Reference List (On separate page(s))

    1. List your primary, secondary and tertiary sources, alphabetically by authors.

       a) APA format is preferred, but in any case, be sure to include authors, year,

          title, location (Journal+volume, or book) plus pages (of article, or in a book).

