Local Branch
Is Formed

Victoria District Good Roads
Association Established |
Last Night.

Committee Appointed to Further
the Objects of the Organi-
zation,

A meeting of the Good Roads Associa-
tion was held last night in the board of
trade rooms, for the purpose of forming
a Victoria District Good Roads Associs
ation in conjunction with the Provincial
Good Roads Association.  There wero
present: D, R, Ker, H. Cuthbert, J.
Jdardine, Capt. Black and H. Webb, On
the motion of John Jardine, the follow-
ing were appointed as a committee to
fuither organize the  association: 1,
Cuthbert, J. Jardine, Capt. Black, H.
Webb, W. II. Bone, J. Ifullerton and
P. C. Macgregor, for Victorin: Watson
rk, Oaklands; I‘rank Sere, Cedar
; Dr. "Lolmie, Mount Tolmie; J. Jar-
dine, Esquimalt; J. Shaw and H, Ba-
zuntson, Colwood; Edward Clark and II.
Shirley, Otter Point; W. R, Stuart, Hat-
ley Park; W. IMisher and 1L Itield, Met-
chosin; Kdwin John, W. Johnson and
M. Mitchell, Saanich; Jas. Phair, Gold-
stream, and IS, Milne and J.  Moore,
Sooke,

The following letter, explanatory ot
the movement, and offering suggestions
for good roads being secured, was re-
ceived from Capt. Black:

“As many people do not seem to pro-

understand what {8 desired, a few
Is will not be amiss,

“As I have had over 80 years’ experi-
ence on the frontier, and more or less
connection with road and trail making,
nd opening up o new country, in both
Canada and the United States, [ feel
that I may be able to make a few suyg-
gestions,

“1. All political parties should unite
and impress upon the government of *°
day the important ne )] ',“'”
polities ou* . acernlty o leaving

~ af the question in making
apnafiitients for road purposes, and to
GRptab the best men available, irrespee-

ty.
de the province into counties,
‘counties into townships, and incorporate
them into wutticipalities, with power ta
raise money tb build rouds within the
separate municiyalitlds.

e

!
Appoint o -eompetent civil engineer|
for each county, '{b have full charge of
all roads in his “funty; make surveys
and locate all roadls and trails; superin-
tend the oxpvm]ilﬂ;'«- of all moneys per-
taining to roads in the county. The sal-
ary should be wutlicient to secure com-
petent men.

‘b, Section men should be employed
continually on all main roads, every fiva
to ten miles, to keep the road in repair.

“5. In opening up new  countries, by
trails or roads, the first thing to be done
should be the survey and loeati
line in the best place po
grades, etc., in just the same wa)
luid out for a railroad line. !

“6. The main roads to be built and
maintained by the provinecinl govern-
ment; all the other roads to be built at
the expense of the municipality.

“y V now suppose that-all  the
above systems are in foree in the prov-
ince, and that the government have
grunted enough money to open a pack-
trail in some mew portion of the prov-
ince, to be a mining camp, for instance.
The first thing to do would be for the
rovernment to give instruetions to the
county engineer for the district, advis-
ing him of the amount appropriated, and
te proceed and make the surve

“The enginecr would, after making the
survey, figure out how much he could
do with the grant, sand he would then see
it he had suflicient to cut a pack trail,
bearing in mind that at some fature
time it would be necessary to build a
wagon road on this same line. Hence
the necessity for a careful survey as re-
gards grade, ete.  All that could be
done the first year would be the loeat-
inr and cutting out the trail, say 10 feet
wide,

“The second year a further grant
should be made, and after figuring out
what he could do with the appropriation,
ic could conclude if he had enough to
cut the timber out, say 20 feet wide,
and put in a ditch on the upper side.

“The third year a further grant was
made, suflicient to grade the road into a
wiagon Toad, and then section men
should be appointed.  After ‘this should | .
come the macadam. Of cou the bet-
ter way would be to do all ‘this in one
vear.  We will suppose that a settle-
nient is formed on this road, enough sct-
lers to be incorporated into a munici-
hality, and they wish to ‘build some
branch roads. They should have power
o borrow money for this ‘purpose, on
e credit or  the municipality, The
municipal authorities would .inform the
rovernment, asking them to instruct the
'ngineer to make the NECESSATY SUTVeYs,
ind see to the expenditure of the money.

“Compare this with ‘the ‘system at
resent, A grant is made by the govern-
ment of the day for a_road or ‘trail. The
money is handed to John Brown, gen-
‘ral merchant, Sleepy Hollow. A num-
'r of his customers, who owe him mon-
Y, are employed at the highest possible
ates; one is appointed’ foreman; he i
1 good fellow, but 'knows very Tittle
thout read making,  These men have
1ay to make, and the rondwork must be
ut off till that ‘is done; conscquently
he work is done late in the fall, shovel-
ime snow and mud on the road whilo
raflic is going on, making the road far
vorse than before,

“The next year, John Smith. snothey
upporter of the 'government, ‘thinks he
mght to have g ghow. He employs men,
nd goes through ‘the ‘same 'performance,
vith the difterence that hi foreman
hinks it is the «dhance «of lifle to Gm-
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