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Department of Greek and Roman Studies

Graduate Handbook

Thank you for your interest in the Department of Greek and Roman Studies at the University of Victoria. If you are a new graduate student, welcome. We hope your stay with us will be both enjoyable and profitable.

This handbook is intended as a guide to help you to orient yourself in both the University and the Department and to be a reference to answer many of the questions you will have as you proceed toward your degree. Much of the material in this book was put together by Milo Nikolic, PhD student, Latin language instructor, and Crake Fellowship winner.

The Department attempts to cover the main approaches to the study of the Greek and Roman world (Literature, History, Archaeology) and most of the important periods. You will find below information about the faculty in the Department, resources and amenities, information about funding and useful things to know about proceeding through coursework to completion.

Faculty Profiles

Assistant Professor Laurel Bowman’s interests are in Greek tragedy and religion; Classical myth; women in antiquity; Hellenistic literature. She was recently selected for an experimental UVic project to put her popular Greek and Roman Mythology course (GRS 200) online, with video-streamed lectures and quizzes that students can take at any time. Dr Bowman is currently working on a book for Blackwell Publishers on myth and theory.

With a small grant from the UVic Teaching and Learning Centre, Assistant Professor Brendan Burke and various GRS Honours students have begun digitizing the 15,000-item GRS slide collection, which will then be available for digital presentations and web-viewing by enrolled UVic students. In the summer of 2006 Dr Burke brought a few UVic students to Gordion in central Turkey to excavate at the Phrygian home of King Midas, where they lived without modern conveniences (no email, no stores, little hot water) but benefited from learning about methods in archaeology and from the valuable experience of living in a foreign culture. His research interests are in craft production and economy in the ancient world, Bronze Age Aegean and Iron Age Anatolia. 
Assistant professor Josiah Davis’ research focuses on the intersection of material and literary culture in Republican and Augustan Rome.  Currently, he is working on a monograph about the cultural and literary context of the fasti Praenestini, an inscribed Roman calendar located in Palestrina. He is particularly interested in how this monument interacts with contemporaneous verse calendars, such as Ovid's Fasti, and the monumental tradition of Praeneste, the town where it was dedicated.  Otherwise, he is working on projects that use reader-response theory to study the representation of emotion in Roman elegy and satire. He is also at work on a more focused study of the Roman vita tradition, under the title: Terence Musagetes: Cultural Appropriation in the Roman Vita Tradition. 
Associate Professor Ingrid Holmberg specializes in early Greek poetry, particularly Homer, Hesiod and the Homeric Hymns.  She has published on Homer, the oral tradition, Euripides, and Hellenistic poetry.  Dr. Holmberg is the co-editor, with Dr. Bowman, of Frogs Around the Pond: Cultural Diversity in Antiquity.  Dr. Holmberg is also the co-editor of the monograph series Phoenix Gender Studies, which is proudly releasing its first volume this year.  In October of 2007, Dr. Holmberg was the lecturer for the Classical Association of Canada Central tour.
Assistant Professor Geof Kron studies the social and economic history of

the Greco-Roman world, with a primary focus upon Classical and Hellenistic

Greek civilization and late Republican and Imperial Italy.  His primary

research interests include ancient technology, material culture and

economic development; the social background and consequences of Greek

democracy; the role of democratic social change in ancient and modern

economic and cultural development; and multiculturalism in the ancient

Mediterranean. He has published articles and book chapters focusing on

ancient demography, nutrition and health, agricultural productivity,

animal husbandry, and fish farming.  Dr. Kron has recently been invited to

contribute a chapter on ancient food production to Walter Scheidel (ed.),

The Cambridge Companion to the Economies of the Greco-Roman World, and to

participate at an international colloquium on the agricultural and

demographic background to the Gracchan reforms at the University of Leiden. Dr. Kron makes extensive use of cross-cultural comparisons in his research, focusing in particular upon early industrial England, Ancien Régime France and Renaissance Italy.  He

also makes extensive use of Greek Epigraphy and Papyrology, as well as new

methodologies in Environmental Archaeology.

Associate Professor Cedric Littlewood works on Silver Latin poetry. He has published Self-Representation and Illusion in Senecan Tragedy (Oxford University Press, 2004). More recently he has published articles on Seneca - one on Thyestes for a book of Oxford Readings in Seneca edited by Emeritus Professor John Fitch - and on Juvenal.

The first member of the Faculty of Humanities to be named UVic Distinguished Professor, John Peter Oleson is actively engaged in research on ancient technology, Near Eastern archaeology, and maritime archaeology.  He has received research grants from a variety of sources totalling over $ 2 million, for a variety of projects including the excavation of Humayma in Jordan, the harbour of Caesarea, the sampling and reconstruction of Roman harbour concrete, and deep-water archaeological survey with a nuclear submarine and ROVs. He has published 11 books and over 75 articles and chapters in the areas of maritime archaeology, ancient technology, the Roman Near East, Etruscan tombs, numismatic art and related subjects. His most recent major publications are Greek and Roman Technology: A Sourcebook (London: Routledge, 1997), several chapters in Handbook of Ancient Water Technology (Leiden: Brill, 1999), Deep-Water Shipwrecks off Skerki Bank: The 1997 Survey (Portsmouth, 2004), and the Oxford Handbook of Engineering and Technology in the Classical World (New York, 2008). Over the past 25 years Prof. Oleson has given more than 135 public presentations to scholarly conferences and local archaeological societies.

Associate Professor Gregory Rowe’s research interests are in Roman history of all periods, Greek and Latin epigraphy, and Roman law (especially courts). He is the author of Princes and Political Cultures: The New Tiberian Senatorial Decrees (Ann Arbor:  University of Michigan Press, 2002). and is currently working on a monograph on the jurisdiction of Roman provincial governors, a project funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. He is the 2007 winner of the Excellence in Teaching Award at UVic. 

Emeritus
David A. Campbell 

John G. Fitch 
The University of Victoria

The University of Victoria (UVic), one of Canada’s leading universities, provides both students and faculty with a unique learning environment. UVic has earned a reputation for commitment to research, scholarship and co-op education. The university is widely recognized for its innovative and responsive Programmes and its interdisciplinary and international initiatives. 

UVic offers outstanding social, cultural, artistic, environmental and athletic opportunities, including a full schedule of concerts, plays, exhibitions, films, lectures and athletics events.

The Department of Greek and Roman Studies is located on the fourth (top) floor of the Clearihue Building at the heart of the university campus.

The Department includes a reading room with an excellent reference collection of more than 3,000 volumes. The Reading Room is across the hall from the Department Office with a spectacular view of Haro Strait and Mount Baker. The Reading Room is open to all students taking courses in the Department who have a need to use the collection. Books from the catalogued collection do not circulate, but a large selection of donated paper-bound books is available for loan. 

The standard reference works are available: 

· Real-Encyclopädie

· Sylloge Inscriptionum Graecum

· Inscriptiones Latinae Selectae

· Roschers ausführliches Lexikon

· Cambridge Ancient History

· Cambridge Ancient Literature

· Oxford Classical Dictionary

· Fragmente der griechischen Historiker

· Barrington Atlas of the Ancient World.

In addition, there is an array of lexicons and classical encyclopedias, the complete Loeb library, and a large selection of standard editions and commentaries for Greek and Latin authors.

The Department also has a teaching collection of more than 15,000 slides, carefully catalogued and filed, and available for searching by database. The digitization of the slides is currently in progress. A large (and increasing) library of recordings of reading of ancient texts, in Latin and Greek, are available in the CALL Centre (Cle A050). The Department also has an eclectic collection of reproductions of ancient artwork, from the Rosetta Stone and the 'cup of Nestor' through Cycladic figurines and archaic pottery, to Greek and Roman sculpture. All are available to the public, on display in the corridor of Clearihue’s B wing, fourth floor.

The Department is a licensed user of the TLG and PHI CD-ROM databases of Greek and Latin literature, inscriptions, and papyri. The Department also has a site license for the Perseus 2.0 database of Greek archaeology and literature. 

The Department of Greek and Roman Studies teaches over 1,500 students in its courses each year, about 50-60 majors and nine graduate students. Graduate students participate in undergraduate tutoring and teaching as part of their training.
Members of the department serve as officers and/or participate actively in the American Philological Association, American Schools of Oriental Research, Archaeological Institute of America, Association of Ancient Historians, Canadian Mediterranean Institute, Classical Association of Canada, Classical Association of the Canadian West, Classical Association of the Pacific Northwest, Frontinus-Gesellschaft, Hellenic Society, Institute of Nautical Archaeology, Nautical Archaeology Society, Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies, Society for Libyan Studies, Womens’ Classical Caucus of the APA, Society of Antiquaries, and the Canadian Association of University Teachers.

At present the department has nine MA students and two students in PhD-Programmes by special arrangement. Funding is good, and students and staff have close relations. Aside from normal academic training, the department places great stress on the professional preparation (teaching, conference preparation, article and review preparation, grant writing, and job interview preparation), with students strongly encouraged to consult their advisors in these areas.
Overseas travel is actively encouraged for graduate students. Since 1991 many undergraduate and graduate students in the Department have been involved with Prof. Oleson’s archaeological excavation at the site of Humayma, in Jordan’s southern desert. Students are recruited to participate in the digging and in processing archaeological material, and graduate students often develop topics for their theses while working at the site. Since 2003 students have been involved also with Dr. Brendan Burke’s archaeological excavation at the site of Gordion in central Turkey.

Over the past years, faculty members in the department have been awarded S.S.H.R.C. and other grants totaling over $ 2 million to support research into various aspects of classical literature, history and archaeology. The level of faculty research productivity in the department is exceptionally high. One faculty member has been elected to the Royal Society of Canada for his scholarly accomplishments.

The Graduate Programme

The basic admission requirement is a four-year bachelor degree with first class or high second class standing (i.e. a minimum GPA of B+). Applicants should ideally have balanced strength in Greek and Latin, or substantial experience in one language and at least basic competence in the other, and proficiency in reading French, German or Italian. The application deadline is April 1 for September admission.

The Department of Greek and Roman Studies offers a two-year Programme of studies leading to the degree of M.A. The Programme combines coursework and thesis. The coursework is typically completed during the first year of residency and must consist of courses worth a total of at least 9.0 academic units. It will generally include the study of both Greek and Latin literature in the format of year-long courses (3.0 academic units), and may include courses in Greek and/or Roman history and/or archaeology in the format of term-long courses (1.5 academic units), depending on the student’s interest. The courses are generally designed as directed-reading courses, providing broad surveys of the relevant scholarly literature in the individual fields.

Office Space

As at every university office space is at a premium at UVic. Provided graduate students are teaching or are intending to teach, the department will endeavor to provide each student with an office and access to a computer, printer, and telephone. Office space is shared. Currently the department has two offices for graduate students: the first is CleC216, in the same building two floors down and around one corner from the hallway where the department proper is located. It has space for four students.

The second office is L-Hut81, half way across campus from Clearihue on the west side of McKinnon Gym. While it is a bit rustic and off the beaten path, it has the advantage of being very quiet and located right at the start of the UVic jogging trails. L-Hut81 has also space for four students and is slightly roomier than CleC216. Both offices are equipped with basic office furniture, telephone and voice mail as well as ethernet and wireless LAN-connection.

Getting started on your degree.
It is a good idea to discuss the courses you are likely to take with the graduate advisor when you are accepted into the Programme (or shortly thereafter). In many cases, reading lists can be made available to you to enable you to start working on your courses before you arrive. At the very least, you should meet with your instructors in the first week of a term. You will be given a reading list and an outline of the course of study. The course will include the preparation of a number of papers or reports, to be set at the discretion of the instructor. Normally the instructor will schedule a series of meetings with you at the first meeting. At the end of the course of study, you will take a written and an oral examination on the year's or term’s work. Students in the same field will all sit the same examination. The examinations will be graded by the principal instructor and one other reader from the Department. The written and oral exams together will typically comprise approximately 50% of the final grade, the remainder of which will be calculated from the work done during the year. A minimum standing of B+ is required in each course before entry into the thesis year (see below).

Participation in a pro-seminar (GRS 485) is mandatory during the first year. The pro-seminar focuses on professional development and aims at preparing the students for a professional career as instructors and researchers in an academic setting.

Students will also be required to demonstrate reading proficiency in a modern European language. This may be satisfied by taking an intensive grammar and reading course in German or French (e.g., German 390), or by sitting a written translation test in the language of the student’s choice. Otherwise, if you have taken a modern language already and it appears on a transcript, this may satisfy the requirement.

In the second year, the student will write a thesis under the supervision of a member of the Department and a committee appointed according to the regulations of the Faculty of Graduate Studies. Qualification for the thesis year is by permission of the Department. Permission will be denied to any student who has not achieved a grade of B+ or better in any of the three fields. The thesis must conform to the guidelines published by the Faculty of Graduate Studies at http://registrar.uvic.ca/grad/documents/Thesis_Guidelines_Nov2005.pdf.

Life as a Student

A number of departmental activities are reliant on graduate student assistance. We will expect graduate students to assist in such activities as the annual campus fair, departmental seminars, the Classical Association of Vancouver Island, student surveys, as well as conferences and other activities.
Students are strongly encouraged to publish, give papers, write reviews etc. but are equally strongly encouraged to consult with their supervisor in connection with these activities in order to gain the best advantage.

Important and useful general information about graduate studies at the University of Victoria can be found on-line at http://registrar.uvic.ca/grad/documents/GRAD_adms_brochure.pdf.

A Detailed Look at the Programme.

Year One: Courses.

The Master’s Programme in the Department of Greek & Roman Studies is currently a 15-unit, thesis-based Programme. Under normal circumstances, students take a full load of course work in their first year, choosing three from five fields of study (for a total of 9 units). The courses generally take the form of directed readings in the described field. These readings are usually available ahead of time for students who wish to prepare during the summer before formal entry (in the case of GRS 501 and 503, respectively Greek and Latin Literature, the previous year’s reading lists are included in this handbook). 

In the past, it has been advantageous, albeit not mandatory, for students to sit in at senior undergraduate courses to reinforce the material from directed readings in the same fields. Course Options

Course options.

Courses are offered in the following fields:


· GRS 501: Greek Literature (3 units)

· GRS 502: Greek History (3 units)

· GRS 503: Latin Literature (3 units)

· GRS 504: Roman History (3 units)

· GRS 505: Ancient Art and Archaeology (3 units)

Note: credit toward the degree can also be given for a limited number of undergraduate courses numbered 300 or above, or for GRS 590 (Directed Individual Study).

Students normally need to choose at least one field in Greek studies and one field in Roman studies; GRS 505 may be considered either a Greek field or a Roman field. Students should meet with the instructors of their chosen fields in the first week of the term (the instructor will usually send out an e-mail), when they will be given a reading list and a syllabus. The courses usually include a number of papers on secondary texts, as well as (especially in the case of 501 and 503) an in-depth reading of primary sources. Normally, the instructor will schedule a series of meetings, or a regular weekly meeting time, with the students at the first meeting. At the end of the course of study, in April, students will take both written and oral examinations in each of their fields (for more on exams, see section 2.2.4). 

Modern Language Requirement

Students in the MA programme are required to demonstrate a reading knowledge of French, German, or Italian. Students may fulfill this requirement either by taking an appropriate course (e.g. GER 390) and receiving at least a B+ grade, or by challenging the course and passing a proficiency exam set by the modern-language department. Students should aim to fulfill this requirement during their first year.
The Exams

Examinations, both written and oral, are given at the end of the year in each of the five fields; students will take the exams in their three chosen fields (note: GRS 503, Latin Literature, is currently an exception – the written examinations for this course consist of four tests, each to be taken after the completion of a unit). Students in the same field will all sit the same examination, which will be graded by the field’s principle supervisor and one other reader from the department. The exams usually comprise approximately 50% of the final grade, with the remainder calculated from the work done during the year.


The best advice for surviving the examination period is not to stress! To prepare for the written exams, you should focus your studying on a thorough review of the papers and reports that you submitted throughout the year, as the examinations are based on the courses’ assigned readings. Remember: your exams will consist only of things that you have learned throughout the year. Your instructors are not trying to trick you. It may sound simple, but focusing your studying on the texts you read during the year should prepare you for your exams. 

And, of course, don’t be afraid to meet with your fellow students, or even your instructors, for study sessions.
PADRE Report

The PADRE (Programme Advice & Degree Review) report is an electronic document which outlines the Programme requirements needed for completion of a given degree, and matches a student’s course record against those requirements. In the Greek & Roman Studies department, MA students will normally meet with the graduate supervisor at toward the end of the first year of study (usually in April) and complete their PADRE reports. It is at this time that students select their three-member thesis committee, which, although it can be changed after the submission of the PADRE report, must be listed on this report prior to handing it in to the Faculty of Graduate Studies. The PADRE report will also list information on the courses the student has taken in the first year of study, as well as the status of the modern language requirement.

An in-depth look at the PADRE report can be found at:

http://registrar.uvic.ca/undergrad/records/padre/padre.html 

Year Two: The Thesis

In the second year, the student will write a thesis (GRS 599) under the supervision of a member of the Department and a committee appointed according to the regulations of the Faculty of Graduate Studies. The unit value of the thesis may range from 6 to 9 units, but will normally be 7.5 units. Qualification for the thesis year is by permission of the Department. Permission will be denied to any student who has not achieved a grade of B+ or better on any of the three field examinations. 

General Requirements

The thesis must conform to the guidelines published by the Faculty of Graduate Studies:

http://registrar.uvic.ca/grad/documents/Thesis_Guidelines_Nov2005.pdf
The MA thesis in Greek and Roman Studies should be a continuous and coherent piece of work. There are no specific guidelines as to its length – it can vary considerably – but past theses have typically had a length of approximately 18,000 to 20,000 words, or about 100 pages (excluding notes, bibliography, table of contents, etc.). 
Committee and Defence

The thesis committee normally consists of a primary supervisor, an internal (within the department) reader, and a reader from another department at the University of Victoria. The committee members are formally chosen during the completion of the PADRE report, but it is a good idea to think about who would make a good supervisor/supervisors earlier. It never hurts to meet with professors early. Even a professor who will be on sabbatical during your thesis year is eligible to be your supervisor.
Here are a few words on the procedures to be followed for scheduling the oral examination (defense) of the MA thesis (taken from http://web.uvic.ca/gradstudies/research/oralguidelines.html). At the point that each supervisory committee member has read the thesis and has agreed that it is examinable, the following procedures take place:
· The student and the committee will decide on a date for the oral that is convenient for everyone. This date must be far enough in advance to allow time to submit the “Request for Oral Examination” form to the Dean’s Office at least 20 working days (for Master’s) or 30 working days (for Ph.D.) prior to the examination. If there are extenuating circumstances that may result in not being able to meet the requirement, prior written permission will be required from the Associate Dean of Graduate Studies. 
· The supervisor or a committee member must recommend to the Dean an appropriate external examiner and confirm with the individual his/her availability to attend the oral examination on the specified date and time.

· Booking a suitable room for the examination is the academic unit's responsibility.

· The “Request for Oral Examination” form must be completed and signed by each member of the supervisory committee. Students need to give the thesis to the committee members in time for each one to read the document *before* signing off. Committee members who are away may fax a signature or send an e-mail stating they agree the thesis/dissertation is examinable and they are available for the specified date and time. The form must include the name, address, telephone number and e-mail address for the proposed external examiner.

· Once this form has been completed, it must reach the Dean of Graduate Studies Office at least 20 working days (for Master’s) or 30 working days (for Ph.D.) prior to the date of the oral examination.

· The “Request for Oral Examination” form should be accompanied by one copy of the thesis. Graduate Studies will send this copy to the Chair of the examination when one is located. It is the responsibility of the student/Department to deliver a copy of the thesis to the external examiner as soon as possible once the date of the examination has been confirmed. Graduate Studies does not cover any expenses incurred for sending thesis/dissertations to out of town external examiners or committee members.

· A formal announcement of the examination will be produced in the Office of the Dean of Graduate Studies and distributed to the examining committee and all University departments.

·  Procedures for setting up an oral exam by video or audio conferencing are available under separate guidelines, available at the Office of the Dean of Faculty of Graduate Studies or the School/Department Graduate Secretary. Guidelines are also listed on the Faculty of Graduate Studies Web page for easy access and downloading.

· Travel expenses: In the case of Masters oral examinations, the Faculty of Graduate Studies does not cover any expenses incurred in relation to the examination. Normally the committee members and the External Examiner are located on campus and no travel or postage expenses are necessary.
 Tips from an MA student for the thesis and oral defence:

1. Don’t panic.  A year-long, 100-page document can be a daunting task, so try to keep things in perspective.  Break down your work into manageable pieces.  Think about your thesis in terms of chapters and sections.  I tend to break things down into 10-page chunks.  After all, a 100-page thesis is really just ten 10 -page papers on the same topic.  And you have likely been writing 10-page papers for years by now.

2. Use your supervisor.  That is what they are there for.  They were grad students once, some more recently than others, and they have been through all of the same trials that you are going through.  Don’t be afraid to show them your rough work.  Sometimes brilliance can be found in hasty notes scribbled on the back of a napkin.  A supervisor can be a great sounding board when you are trying to focus your research, and can keep you on track while you are writing.

3. Organise.  Find a schedule that works for you, and stick to it.  When I reached the writing stage, I told my supervisor to demand ten pages a week from me.  This usually meant that I goofed off for five days and wrote furiously for two.  Then I was burnt out, and took five days off.  Then wrote furiously for two.  This approach may not work for everyone, but it kept me writing and within ten short weeks I had 100 pages;  100 very rough pages, but it gave me somewhere to start.  Ten pages of ungrammatical notes are better than facing a blank page 1.  This may not be the method that works for you.  Some people like to work for three hours each day.  Always three hours.  Whatever they get done in that time is what they get done, and they don’t think about their work outside of it.  Whatever method you find works for you, use it.  And involve your supervisor, because they can encourage you and help keep you honest about your progress.

4. Don’t panic (again).  At some point while writing your thesis, you will suffer a major crisis.  You will believe that you cannot ever accomplish such a huge task.  You might as well quit because you will never understand anything.  When you feel like this, take a few days off, do something fun, get a pep talk from someone, and come back to your work when you are feeling better.  Or look at some other section for a while.  Everything will work out, and the mental anguish is just part of the process.  You will be fine!

5. Start early, but don’t kill yourself.  You may be distracted by a modern language course, you may have a bunch of TA work or you may spend too much time at the pool hall.  Whatever else you do, you cannot write a thesis at the last minute.  Personally, I took the summer after the course-work year off and went to Greece.  I needed a break after those trying couple of terms.  When I got back in September, I was refreshed and ready to roll.  By the time Christmas arrived, I had finished my research and had my topic firmly established.  I began writing in January, had a draft by March and finished by the end of May.

6. Deadlines and paperwork.  Read the deadlines and requirements for submitting your thesis extremely well.  Then read them again.  You do not want anything to go wrong after a year of hard work because of a technicality.  If you are intending to graduate in April, be aware that you need to have your thesis finished some time in February, and you need to defend by the beginning of April.  And there is a bunch of paperwork and other stuff that needs to get done between those two dates.  Finishing in the summer has a similar timeline, only 4 months later.  Your committee needs to see your thesis before they will sign the oral defence request form.  That form needs to be submitted a month before the actual defence date.  After you defend, you will likely have some changes that need to be done before you can submit the final version of the thesis.  It must be submitted with several pieces of paperwork.  As you can see, this process can be quite complicated and takes a fair amount of time, so make sure that both you and your supervisor know when all of the relevant deadlines are.

7. ALSO:  Be very careful regarding when you defend and when your funding stops.  At the moment, Grad Studies policy is that your funding stops in the month you defend.  So defend as late as you can if you want to maximize the funding received.  This policy is under review, so hopefully it will change for the better.

8. Get your committee set up and confirmed early.  I went through three externals before one was finally able to commit to the date I wanted to defend.  Your supervisor can help you find someone appropriate.

9. Oral Defence.  This can be a very stressful experience, but it will run smoothly with a little bit of preparation.  If possible, attend another student’s oral.  It doesn’t even matter if it is in Greek and Roman Studies (although something like History or English would be a better example than Chemical Engineering).  By seeing the process in action, it will take some of the unknown elements out of the defence.  In addition, walk through the entire process with you supervisor.  They will have been to many of these over time, and can help prepare you.  The M.A. defence usually begins with a short presentation given by the student.  This is a great opportunity to present your committee with any last minute ideas.  It also gives you 15-20 minutes to calm down and ease into the defence.   This presentation is followed by a round of questions starting with the external examiner, then the third reader, second reader and finally your supervisor.  This is convenient, as your supervisor will often ask you leading questions that help clarify answers that you made earlier.  A second round of questions in the same order is usually conducted at this point.  Then the candidate and audience members are asked to leave while the committee debates the results.  A few minutes later, the candidate will be asked back into the room and the verdict announced.  This whole process usually takes about two hours.  It can be a gruelling process.  Bring some water to drink when your throat gets dry.  Some of the questions may be difficult, even hostile.  Try to stay objective, and answer politely.  It is not uncommon that the questions asked at the oral are designed to push you to a level beyond what is required of a M.A. degree, so don’t panic if something comes up that appears to be a major flaw.  Remember that your committee all read your thesis before signing the request for an oral defence form, and they would not have done so if they did not consider your thesis worthy of an M.A.

10. Take time off!  It is usually the case that the students who finish in good time and without having their heads explode with stress are those who have a healthy social life away from school.  Play sports, act in a play, go dancing, play board games and hang out with friends.  Do whatever it is you do that is fun and relaxing.  Work hard, but take time away from your work.  You will enjoy your life and your thesis much more.

11. Enjoy yourself!  Writing a thesis is a lot of work and entails a good deal of sacrifice and soul-searching.  But enjoy the process.  This sort of work is the reason why we are in this field.  You have an entire year to write your thesis, so take the time to pursue ideas and tangents that seem interesting.  They may not end up in your thesis, but gathering more knowledge is never a bad idea.  Enjoy the chance to write, rewrite and then rewrite again.  It will all work out in the end.

GOOD LUCK!

Some details regarding fees, registration, and money.
Continuity of Registration

All students admitted to the Faculty of Graduate Studies must register for credit in every term from the time of admission until the requirements of the degree have been met, or until they formally withdraw in accordance with the regulations below. Registration instructions will be sent to all students who are authorized to register.
Students who do not: 

· * Register for credit

· * Temporarily withdraw, or

· * Formally withdraw from their Programme

are considered to have abandoned their Programme, that Programme will be terminated and they will be withdrawn from the university. The notation “Withdrawn Without Permission” will be entered on the transcript.

Students who wish to have their abandoned Programme reactivated must submit a letter of appeal to the Dean of Graduate Studies. Readmission requires the approval of both the department or school concerned and the Faculty of Graduate Studies. If approval is given, a $250.00 reinstatement fee must be paid to the Graduate Admissions and Records Office.

Readmission does not guarantee that any courses or fee installments from the abandoned Programme will be transferred to the new or reactivated Programme. In all cases the time spent “Withdrawn Without Permission” will be counted against the total allowable time to degree completion.

Definition of Full time and Part Time Status

A student registered for a single term in Winter Session (September to December OR January to April) OR Summer Session (May to August) is defined as full-time if:

· Registered in courses totaling a minimum of 3.0 units; or

· Registered in a dissertation (699), thesis (599), project (598 and some 596), or co-operative education work term (800+).

 A part-time student is defined as any student who does not fall into either of these categories.

Tuition and Education Credit Certificate


Revenue Canada requires students to file Form T2202A with their income tax returns whenever there is a claim for a tuition or education credit. These forms are issued annually to all eligible students, including students enrolled in the Faculty of Graduate Studies, and are available from Undergraduate Records or Accounting Services in mid February. There is a charge for issuing a replacement form.

Programme Fees

Tuition fees for graduate Programmes are Programme fees. Programme fees consist of regular Programme fee installments and graduate re-registration fees. Students are charged a fee for every term they are registered in a degree Programme.

· The minimum regular Programme fee for a master’s degree is 5.0 fee installments which can consist of a combination of regular full and regular half fee installments totaling 5.0 full regular fee installments. One (1.0) additional regular fee installment will be assessed if a student remains registered after having paid 5.0 regular full fee installments (for a total of 6).

· The minimum regular Programme fee for a PhD degree is 7.5 fee installments which can consist of a combination of regular full and regular half fee installments totaling 7.5 full fee installments. A 1.5 additional regular fee installment will be assessed if a student remains registered after having paid 7.5 regular full fee installments (for a total of 9).

Re-Registration Fees

Students who have paid the entire Programme fee for their degree (6 fee units for Masters degrees; 9 fee units for Doctoral Programmes) but have not completed their Programme requirements will be charged re-registration fees.

Students who remain registered after exceeding the time limit for their degree (normally five years for a Masters degree and seven years for a Doctoral degree) will be assessed a Programme extension fee at the regular tuition rate per term.

Application Fee

(subject to change without notice)

· $75 CAD if all post-secondary transcripts come from institutions within Canada and/or 

· $125 CAD if any post-secondary transcripts come from institutions outside of Canada.

This fee is non-refundable and will not be counted towards tuition fees. Applications will not be processed until the Application Fee is received. This requirement cannot be waived or deferred.

Payment must be made in Canadian funds drawn on a Canadian Bank, or US funds drawn on a US bank. DO NOT SUBMIT CASH! You may also provide credit card information if you wish the fee charged to your Visa or Mastercard account.

Tuition

This information is provided to assist you in planning your finances for your graduate Programme and is based on fees as they stand at the time of the most recent University of Victoria Calendar. All amounts quoted below are subject to change. If you have questions about tuition or student fees contact the Graduate Admissions and Records Office. In addition to tuition fees, students are required to pay ancillary fees as part of their student life at UVic. International students pay differential fees and must also have appropriate medical insurance.

Degree Students

Graduate students at the Department of Greek & Roman Studies are enrolled as degree students. Tuition is assessed as a total degree Programme fee, not as a per course fee. Payment of the Programme fee is broken down into “full fee installments”. Full-time students pay one full installment each term. Fees are assessed in September, January and May.

If students have not completed their degree by the time the Programme fee has been paid, they will be assessed a re-registration fee for each term, until the degree completion time limit is reached.

Tuition fees (Effective May 1, 2006)


Domestic Students = Canadian Citizens and Permanent Residents

International Students = Students on Student Visa 

	 
	Domestic
	International

	Graduate Tuition per term 
	 
	 

	Full Fee Installment (full time study) 
	$1,527.40
	$1,817.50

	Half Fee Installment (part-time study) 
	$763.70
	$908.75

	Non-Degree per course unit 
	$606.60
	$723.70

	Graduate Re-Registration Fees, per term
	 
	 

	(until maximum completion limits) 
	$606.60
	$723.70

	Thereafter if approved extension granted 
	$1,527.40
	$1,817.50

	Reinstatement Fee 
	$250.00
	$250.00

	Audit Fees per fee unit 
	 
	 

	Under age 65 
	$255.30
	$322.50

	Age 65 or over 
	$83.85
	$83.85


Ancillary Student Fees

All students are required to pay some universal fees in addition to their tuition as part of being a student at the University of Victoria, and in Faculty of Graduate Studies. 

	 
	 

	Graduate Student Society:
	$54.71 per term

	 
	 

	Athletics and Recreation:
	$68 per term

	 
	 

	Universal Bus Pass: 
	$56 per term

	 
	 

	Extended Healthcare Plan: 
	$175 per year (single coverage) 

	  
	(subject to change) 

	Dental Plan: 
	$185 per year (single coverage) 

	 
	(subject to change) 


 

     
       
           
    
                        

Medical Insurance


It is essential that all international students, their spouses and children, have adequate medical insurance coverage during their stay at the University of Victoria. The costs of medical treatment and hospitalization are very high in Canada and are your personal responsibility, if you do not have medical insurance.
British Columbia Medical Plan insurance does not come into effect until three months after arrival. All international students must have appropriate basic medical coverage for the first three months of their stay in Canada. There are two choices:

· arrange for medical insurance coverage through a plan in your home country which provides adequately for hospitalization and prescription drugs

· obtain medical insurance on arrival at the university. You can buy coverage from an agent who will be available in the University Centre Building for the first two weeks of each term 

BC Medical Insurance forms are available at the Ministry of Health Services, Medical Service Plan website (http://www.hlth.gov.bc.ca/msp). Please apply as soon as possible upon arrival. The rates at time of printing are: $54 (single), $96 (family of two) and $108 (family of three or more) per month. For inquiries, contact 1-888-788-4357.

Extended medical and dental coverage is available through the Graduate Student Society (http://gss.uvic.ca/health.htm).
Finances

In addition to tuition fees and other fees, you will need to be aware of the costs of living in Victoria. 

You can review the information at the Housing website, for information regarding on-campus and off-campus housing costs (http://www.hfcs.uvic.ca). 

The sources of assistance include:

· Fellowships

· Teaching Assistantships

· S

 HYPERLINK "http://web.uvic.ca/gradstudies/fund/funding.html" 
cholarships & G
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rants
· Bursaries
· Loans
· Work Study Programmes 

Budget strategies are described in the Student Awards and Financial Aid web site (http://registrar.uvic.ca/safa). 

The following is a brief introduction to some of the awards and sources of financial assistance available to new students. A full listing of all awards is available at

http://web.uvic.ca/gradstudies/fund/funding.html

University Fellowships

The University offers Fellowships valued in 2006 at up to $13,500 (M.A.) or $15,000 (Ph.D.) for twelve months. Subject to satisfactory performance, a candidate for an M.A. Programme may hold a Fellowship for two years. Student financial support is allocated over a twelve-month period (September 01 to August 31). The minimum requirement is an average of “A-“ (7.00 on the UVic grading scale) over the last two years on their undergraduate and, if applicable, graduate course work. Grade calculations and equivalencies are determined by the Graduate Admissions and Records Office. Normally, awards are available for those entering in September. 

Master’s Fellowships may be renewed once (to a maximum of 24 months), and Ph.D. Fellowships may be renewed twice (to a maximum of 36 months). If a student proceeds directly from a bachelor’s degree to a Ph.D., without receiving a master’s degree, it may be possible to renew the Fellowship to a maximum of 48 months. In order to qualify for renewal, each Fellowship holder must be recommended by their academic unit and have maintained a sessional and cumulative grade point average of not less than 7.00. Fellowship decisions are made by the relevant academic unit. Meeting the minimum standard for consideration does not guarantee that you will be successful in receiving an award
The Department offers a few Teaching Assistantships. The University provides awards to supplement the salaries of Teaching Assistantships.

Consideration for financial aid is automatic upon receipt of the application for admission, provided that it is received by the Department of Greek and Roman Studies or the Dean of the Faculty of Graduate Studies by February 15. In any event, applications must be received by April 1 for admission in September.

Margareta Von Rudloff Travel Assistance Award

One or more awards may be made annually on the basis of application to the Department. The funding for this award comes from an endowment generously provided by Mrs. Margareta von Rudloff of Victoria, the income of which is dedicated to supporting travel needs for graduate or senior undergraduate students taking their degrees in the Department of Greek and Roman Studies, by providing funds to deliver papers at conferences, to participate in special academic Programmes or archaeological excavations, or to visit libraries, museums, and classical sites.

Applications should be submitted to the Chair, Department of Greek and Roman Studies in early spring every year. The result of the competition will be announced soon after. Students who wish to go to the APA/AIA-meeting in January can submit an early application in September. The Department reserves the right to make a single award for up to $2,000, two or more separate awards for up to that amount—or no award at all, if the number or quality of applications is deemed insufficient. In the first instance, preference will be given to students who have not already received an award from this fund.

Applications should consist of a letter explaining the purpose, date, and estimated cost of the trip envisaged, including a statement of approximately 250 words, describing the project and indicating what the applicant hopes to accomplish through the travel.

General information about graduate student funding can be found on-line at http://web.uvic.ca/gradstudies/fund/funding.html
Being a Teaching Assistant

Graduate students at the Department of Greek & Roman Studies will usually be employed as teaching assistants (TAs) as part of their professional training. Duties commonly consist of grading of term papers and exams as well as teaching the occasional class in the first-year survey courses on Classical Mythology and Classical Civilization. Usually these appointments are limited to 30 hours per term. It is important to clarify with the relevant course instructor at the beginning of term what is expected from the TA.

Each year the department appoints two graduate students as tutors for the ancient languages. These tutors will generally have office hours during which they will be available to first- and second-year students for help in Greek and Latin.

Payment for TA duties is generally on a bi-weekly basis. TAs at the University of Victoria are represented by the Canadian Union of Public Employees Local 4163, and are employed as Specialist Instructional (SI) Academic Assistants, Laboratory Instructors, Scientific and Research Assistants (and other classifications), which are commonly referred to as TAs. 

As members of a Union, TAs are covered by a collective agreement, which defines their terms and conditions of employment. Each employee will receive a copy of the contract. If you have questions about your rights or obligations under the contract, please ask your supervisor or your Union representative at 472-2778, contact Human Resources at 721-8085, or visit CUPE’s website at http://web.uvic.ca/cupe4163/.
General information on being a TA at the University of Victoria, including relevant university policies, is provided by the Faculty of Grad Studies under http://web.uvic.ca/~gradean/indexta.html.

The Teaching & Learning Centre at UVic are providing additional assistance and useful advice: http://web.uvic.ca/terc/ta_corner/index.htm

Departmental Events and Seminars

The department hosts seminars, through the fall and winter terms, featuring scholars from across the globe. Details of this series can found at: http://web.uvic.ca/grs. Graduate Students are expected to attend these talks.
Classical Association of Vancouver Island
The Classical Association of Vancouver Island (CAVI) promotes the interest of members of the southern Vancouver Island community in the history and culture of the Mediterranean world, especially during ancient, mediaeval, and early modern times, including lands bordering the Mediterranean and areas sharing Mediterranean-based cultural, economic, and political systems. The activities of CAVI are intended for non-specialists. The lecture series includes such topics as history, archaeology, politics, society, art, literature, religion, environment, and tourism. For a listing of the talks go to:

http://web.uvic.ca/grs. Graduate Students are expected to attend these talks and to assist the organizers.
Lansdowne Lectures

On March 23, 1978, the University of Victoria received $4.5 million from the British Columbia Ministry of Education for the sale of the University's former campus on Lansdowne Road, which was then to be further developed as the site of Camosun College. By formal agreement with the Ministry, this total amount was invested in trust, with the revenue dedicated to a special Programme of distinguished academic appointments. At first, the period of appointment might be for as long as two years; it became the typical pattern, however, to bring eminent scholars to the University for periods ranging from two to five days. The purpose of these short-term appointments was viewed as academic enrichment, complementing and enhancing a department's regular Programme of studies.

The first Lansdowne appointment in the Department of Classics was for a term of six months: W.J. Niall Rudd, Professor of Latin and Head of the Department of Classics at the University of Bristol, accepted a Lansdowne position from July 1 to December 31, 1979, thus becoming one of the University of Victoria's earliest Lansdowne Visiting Scholars. All subsequent Lansdowne appointments in Classics or Greek and Roman Studies, as documented in the list that follows, have been for a period not longer than one week. These visitors have usually delivered three public lectures of broad interest, and one or two seminars of a more specialized nature.

Over the past twenty-five years, the Department has been highly successful in bringing to Victoria many of the world's leading classical scholars, in all the major branches of our discipline. The result has been richly rewarding for faculty members, students, and the wider community of Victoria residents. For a listing of past talks go to:  http://web.uvic.ca/grs/lansdowne.htm. Graduate Students are expected to attend these talks.

Life Away from the Books

As a graduate student in the Department of Greek & Roman Studies there is very little life for you away from the books. 

If you manage to defeat your searing feelings of guilt and steal away from your studies for an hour or two, there are many possibilities to spend your time. The following bits of information do not even scratch the surface of what is out there.

Sports on Campus

Join a club or register for a course at UVic Athletics and Recreation—preferably something where you get to hit something with some kind of stick in a controlled environment. It will keep you sane! But seriously: it is vital to develop a balanced lifestyle and get your body moving regularly, because for the two or more years of the Programme you will spend most of your waking hours hunched over articles, books, and computers to an extent that you never thought possible while you were an undergrad.

Membership fees for Athletics and Recreation are part of your Ancillary Fee payments anyway, so you might as well make use of what they have to offer. Check out the relevant website under http://athrec.uvic.ca/.
Check out also the wide range of clubs (sports and others) run by the Student Society under http://www.uvss.uvic.ca/.

For most other events on campus you can consult the UVic Events Calendar at http://events.uvic.ca/calendar.php.
If you need to drown your sorrows and kill off the brain cells that contain your residual Greek vocab in the process, Intelligent Quisine is the place for you. Located at the Grad Centre it is “a casual bistro-style cafe dedicated to high quality and friendly service, featuring a unique campus menu that offers healthy and innovative culinary creations.” It is definitely a cozy place at the heart of the campus, and their quisine is very good indeed. Check out their website under: http://gss.uvic.ca/iq.htm
In and Around Victoria

Victoria is obviously one of the top tourist destinations in North America. There are tons of opportunities to waste your time in a pleasant way, too many, in fact, to list them all. The easiest is often the best: slap on some sunscreen (SPF 15 or higher) and plunk yourself into the sun on some beach or in Finnerty Gardens.

Good starting points for finding more challenging activities are the websites provided by the city: http://www.victoria.ca/visitors/leisure.shtml
and by Tourism Victoria:

http://www.tourismvictoria.com/Content/EN/415.asp.

Chances are you will be hooked on books even during your time off. There are a number of new and used bookstores in the city that you may want to explore.

Munro’s Books, 1108 Government Street, Victoria, BC, 382-2464, http://www.munrobooks.com 

Bolen Books, 111-1644 Hillside Ave, Victoria, BC, 595-4232, http://www.bolen.bc.ca
UVic Bookstore, 3800 Finnerty Road, Victoria, BC, 721-8311, http://bookstore.uvic.ca

Chapters –Victoria, 1212 Douglas Street, Victoria, BC, 380-9009, http://www.chapters.indigo.ca


SUBtext—University of Victoria SUB Building, Victoria, BC, 721-8810, http://www.subtext.uvic.ca
http://www.abebooks.com

and many, many more listed e.g. under http://www.superpages.com. 

END/FINIS/TELOS
� Includes a list of bookshops in Victoria





