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Attachment 1:  Additional Information on the Chemical Profession in BC 
and Canada 

 

Definitions of the practice of chemistry: 

As outlined in the application and below, the Association of the Chemical Profession of British 

Columbia is working with other professional chemistry associations across the country to 

establish national standards for the registration of chemists and the practice of chemistry in 

Canada.  The following definitions have general applicability: 

 

“chemical sciences” means the analytical, biochemical, organic, inorganic, physical, theoretical 

and applied chemistry disciplines; 

 

"chemist" means a person who, through specialized education, training and experience, is skilled 

in the principles and practice of chemistry; 

 

"chemistry" means the performing of any activity that requires the application of the principles 

of the chemical sciences, including, but not limited to, 

-  investigations, interpretations, evaluations, consultations, teaching or management aimed at 

the discovery or development  or analysis of chemical substances, or  

- investigations, interpretations, evaluations, consultations, teaching or management relating 

to chemical properties, conditions or processes that may affect the well-being of the general 

public, including those pertaining to the preservation of the natural environment  and public 

health and safety; 

 

i) Distribution and occupational activity of Chemists in British Columbia 

Chemical professionals are a recognized sector in forecasts of employment trends in BC and 

Canada.  The “Employment Outlook for British Columbia: COPS BC Unique Scenario for 2005 

to 2015” indicates there are about 1500 chemists working in BC.  More than half these workers 

have only college or technical diploma level qualification and would not be eligible for 

professional registration in the ACPBC.  In addition there are approximately 200 academics at 

colleges and universities in BC that would self-describe as “chemists”  Our estimate of the 

proportion of chemists currently represented by the ACPBC is based on 800 potential eligible 

members including analytical-, atmospheric-, environmental-, geo-, inorganic-, medicinal-, 

polymer-, organic-, and physical- chemists working in not-for-profit, governmental, educational, 

and for-profit organizations in BC.  

 

ii) Range of activity and role of the chemistry professional in British 
Columbia 

The ACPBC builds on a long tradition of research and higher education in Chemistry in the 

province.  Members are employed in the analytical and consulting sectors throughout the 

province and have been active in raising the profile of the profession and the ACPBC in their 

sectors. It is noteworthy that the Board has membership from Prince George, Kamloops and 



Nanaimo, as well as Victoria and Vancouver, in a strategy to ensure that promotion of the 

profession of chemistry is extended throughout British Columbia.  

 

The activities of the ACPBC have included speaking to student award presentations, chemistry 

symposia and articulation meetings in island and interior locations as well as the lower mainland.  

The ACPBC Board and standing committees have also been actively engaged on establishing the 

mechanisms by which professional qualifications can be established and documented, 

establishing ethical standards appropriate to the profession in BC, establishing disciplinary and 

other committees of the Board as required by the By-Laws, and in establishing recognition of the 

profession within BC.  As we have built our own structures, we have done so in a way that is 

compatible with the corresponding professional association in Alberta, and have negotiated a 

mechanism for transfer of professional registration between the provinces.  This is an essential 

component for those of our members who work in Alberta as well as BC.   

 

We are provincial members of the NACPCC (National Advisory Committee on the Profession of 

Chemistry in Canada and engaged nationally to ensure national compatibility in educational 

qualification, and in ethical and disciplinary standards.  NACPCC member organizations 

recently (May 26) signed a memorandom of understanding to work on joint efforts in 

professional education and professional development in Canada.  The intent of this is to 

harmonize professional accreditation standards nationally.  As part of our work in this area, we 

will institute the professional development courses required by our By-Laws in the coming year.   

 

Our members are engaged in informing the public debate on issues as varied as Victoria sewage, 

the chlorine dioxide tank in McKenzie, and the quality of the Lower Mainland airshed. Notably 

several members are active in the Contaminated Sites area, including the Science Advisory 

Board for Contaminated Sites, a major focus of analytical and other chemistry practice in BC.   

More formal and collective public outreach is anticipated on such important issues to raise the 

profile of the professional chemist as the Purposes require. 

 

Discussions with the Ministry of Environment on the recognition of Chemical Professionals as 

Qualified Environmental Professionals have been fruitful and discussions are underway with the 

Contaminated Sites Approved Professionals Society on formal membership for professional 

chemists. 

 

iii) The PChem designation in British Columbia and Canada 

The Professional Chemist (PChem) designation is used in other jurisdictions across the country, 

and is specifically used by the Association of the Chemical Profession of Alberta.  Under 

TILMA, chemists are recognized as one of the professions which are to be harmonized under 

that agreement, so our application is made to avoid confusion in the designation of professional 

chemists in the two provinces.   

 

We note the descriptors PEng, PGeo, and PAg are also in common between the two provinces.  

As noted in the form, an extensive search established that there are no other similar designations 

in use within BC.  As in the case of the PEng, the title is used in other provinces, but in practice 



such usage does not cause confusion between provinces.  On the contrary, it harmonizes usage to 

the benefit of the consumer.  

 

  
 




