
            In contemporary times, anthropogenic changes in the natural 
environment have become so considerable that a rethinking of 
our theory and our practice with regard to nature has become 
imperative. Th is book explores the idea that this rethinking 
of our relationship to nature calls for the recognition of the 
autonomy of nature.

Th e contributors begin by addressing the question whether 
it makes sense to speak of nature and in what sense it can be 
seen as autonomous. In the following section, they consider 
how one might respect the autonomy of nature, given that 
human beings have needs and interests which cannot be sat-
isfi ed without certain interventions in nature. Th ey wonder, 
among other things, whether human beings can be considered 
as participants in ecosystems in such a way that their activities 
may be seen to contribute to nature’s autonomy. Th e essays in 
the fi nal section turn to management and restoration practices 
and investigate whether these practices promote the autonomy 
of nature or represent further ways to dominate nature.
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“Each essay in this book shows, in clear language and 
concrete examples, why mindless domination and exploi-
tation must give way to respect for the other than human 
world. Th is is the best book of environmental philosophy 
and ethics I have read in a long while.”— Donald Worster, 
University of Kansas, author of A River Running West: The 
Life of John Wesley Powell

CONTENTS
Preface and Acknowledgments • 1. Introduction: Recognizing the 
Autonomy of Nature: Theory and Practice, Thomas Heyd • Thomas Heyd • Thomas Heyd Part 
I. Nature and Autonomy of Nature: Are They Real? • 2. Toward a 
Progressive Naturalism, Val Plumwood • 3. Is Nature Autonomous, Val Plumwood • 3. Is Nature Autonomous, Val Plumwood
Keekok Lee • Part II. Autonomous Nature and Human Interests: 
Are They Compatible? • 4. The Liberation of Humanity and Nature, 
Eric Katz • 5. Respecting Nature’s Autonomy in Relationship with 
Humanity, Ned Hettinger • 6. Autonomy and Agriculture, Ned Hettinger • 6. Autonomy and Agriculture, Ned Hettinger William 
Throop and Beth Vickers • Part III. Management, Restoration, and 
the Autonomy of Nature: A Paradox? • 7. Homo Administrator: 
Managing a Needy Nature?, Dean Bavington • 8. Purple Loosestrife 
and the “Bounding” of Nature in North American Wetlands, John 
Sandlos • 9. Restoration, Autonomy, and Domination, Andrew Light • Andrew Light • Andrew Light
10. Ecological Restoration and the Renewal of Wildness and Freedom, 
Mark Woods • 11. Conclusion: Autonomy, Restoration, and the Law of 
Nature, William R. Jordan III • List of Contributors • Index

“Today…we humans jeopardize [the] ‘autonomy of nature’ 
as never before in Earth history. Th is anthology confronts 
that urgent issue head-on, with unexcelled rigor and 
intensity…. Th e values that nature carries in itself, for us, 
to us, the well-being, the future of life on Earth is at stake. 
Here is a seminal contribution to the most vital question 
we face.”— Holmes Rolston, III, Colorado State University, 
author of Genes, Genesis, and God: Values and Their Origins 
in Natural and Human History
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