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HEN Kipling first went east from India, he noted that
V'V though the stinks of Lahore and Calcutta had something in
g & common, the stink of Burma was different: he was struck by the
" numberless energies of the Chinese, and the startling vigour of
= Japan: but wherever he went in the eastern Empire he cbserved
" that the British appeared to be exactly the same. ‘It was just We t
Our Noble Selves’, he wrote sardonically of a party in the barracks
above the botanical gardens at Singapore. ‘In the centre was the
pretty Memsahib with light hair and fascinating manners, and the
plump little Memsahib that talks to everybody and is in everybody’s
confidence, and the spinster fresh from home, and the bean-fed, ,
well-groomed subaltern with the light coat and the fox-terrier. On //.
the benches sat the fat colonel, and the large judge, and the ens”
gincer’s wife, and the merchantman and his family after their kind—
male and female met T them, and but for the little fact that they
were entire strangers to me, I would have saluted them all as old
friends.’ They were just the same people as he knew in India, except
that they were pale from the Singapore climate, ‘and the veins on
the backs of their hands are printed in indigo.’

2

s Nobody, of course, runs so true to type as that. The subaltern
fF  probably cherished a passion for the poetry of Baudelaire, the spinster
~ spoke fluent Cantonese, the merchant and his kind were Seventh

5" Day Adventists. To the stranger nevertheless the British in their

. Empire do seem to have been instantly familiar, whether they were

" the stiff, pomaded or parasoled representatives of the gentry or
W3 irrepressible soldiers of the line. Britishness was very strong in
B Vicroria's later years and British people were unmistakably British.
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Impe}‘z‘aliitr in General
They fight '

Until the Middle Classes take them back,
One of ten millions plur a C.5.1.1

They were the children of a unique culture, that of the English
public schools, with its celibate discipline, its classical loyalties, its
emphasis on self-reliance, team spirit, delegated responsibility,
Christian duty and stoic control. One did not cry when one said
good-bye to Mama at Paddington station. One did not, as a general
rule; wish to appear too clever, or too enthusiastic. One loyally
upheld the prefectorial system, while realizing that certain rules

were made to be broken. The public schoals, greatly expanded in -
- the second half of the century, and ever more dedicated to their own

code of conduct, lay somewhere near the heart of the imperial ethic.
It would be terrible to think of what would happen to us’, wrote
Eustace H. Miles, ‘amateur tennis champion of the world, %f our
public school system were swept away, or if—and this comes to
very much the same thing—from our public school system were
swept away our Athletics and our Games.” A man’s best proof of
fitness to rule in India, Miles thought, was to have been a captain of
games, and certainly the public school system was well suited to the
imperial needs. It produced men of high spirits, courage and
assurance, ready to rough it and unafraid of responsibility. If it was

intellectually narrowing and chauvinist, well, this was an Empire
that survived by the separateness of its rulers, their conviction that

what they did was right, and that all else was second best, The-
public school man was generally able to see the other person’s point

of view, provided it reflected his own values—civilized values, he

would say. His inability to grasp the aspirations of Indians, Aficans

or Malays stemmed from his absolute certainty that their whale

manner of thought or way of life was, through no real fault of their

own, misguided. At his worst the public schoal man was a snabbjsh

hearty: at his best he combined authority with Christian kindness

and what he would have called grit: the rarest of his virtues was

human sympathy, the rarest of his vices cowardice.

"+ 1 Commander, that is, of the Most Exalted Order of the Star of India. In
1967 there were, by my count, seventy-seven living members of this chivalric
order, bur there will be no mere, for conferments ended wich the Raj in 1947.
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And the most irritating of his traits, at least in thc‘ 1mp;r§1
context, seems to have been smugness. From the n?cm{n_)nrs 0 '{tmcs
imperial Civil Services there generally brcathfzs an air o consilj :
rectitude—disguised often in jollity and boyish dash, 1but (sic ?th
altogether absent. The Empirc-builders were very p f:assl l;vd
themselves. ‘No country has ever possgsscd a more admirable ohy
of public servants than the Civil SEI.'VICC of Inch.a ) wro‘te Slr.Jo't,n
Strachey, a distinguished Indian Civil Servant himself. ‘How is 1t’,

i i is colleagues, in a
'5 ther Anglo-Indian asked of himself and his co .
e =;rl;:gtoric:'a.l qustion addressed without a blush to his fiancée, u:hg
. must have loved him dearly—‘how is it that these palc—chccl;le
2 exiles give éccurit-y to a race of another hue, other tongues, other

religions which rulers of their own people ha\_rc ever fa:écd t:;) gl;;;’(;
Dearest, there are unseen moral causes Wh]FI‘l‘. I need not p o
out. . . .1 G. W. Forrest, another Indian (:Zml Servant, or}E_r: 0 :
served how difficult it was for a stranger to disentangle the differen

2 social sets of Caleutta—their laws of procedure, their jealousies and

their relations with each other. The Official set, however, wasd f:asﬂzlr
recognizable: their position was ‘by R’oyal enactment as.sulrc b,lir:v
their wives “viewed from an eminence’ the Mcrc.antl!e. m;'c dffi csani:
The imperial ‘protocol was strict and all-cmbra‘m.ng-—hm ‘;1 :\:en _
fary commissioners and inspectors-general of J.z.uls s arlcl 55 thaf;yi :
sixth place in order of prcccdcnce—and von Hiibner te sh a
ever ‘members of the lower classes’, other than grooms, s c:;:m t};
in Singapore, the Government found means gf rcturrgng them o
Britain, if necessary at its ‘owr;l c@en;;m\ggltc prestig

intained, and caste was in the air 0 . o
mml:atoa;?c o:f' grander imaginatit:m th.cx? disliked these oéﬁm;! a_xf‘sa.1
Bryce thonght the average Indian Civil Servant pretty bormng

good deal of uniformity . . . a want of striking, even marked

< dividualities . . . rather wanting inimagination and sympathy . . .

too conventionally English’. Kitchener infuriated the Official ladies

of Egypt by his preference for the society of glamorous Levantines.

i adminis-
1 He was William Hunter (1340:—1900), who rose to c.rn.:m:'rcl’cti._1 :: dmins-
d historian, and was knighted. I cannot resist anot pPp !
' aotation is e i less talking of the poverty of 2
quotation from his letters home: “It 1s uscle

", -country’s literature unless you do your best to encourage men of letters by

buying cheir works, I have impressed this on my chum, Gribble.

221

el |




i

et il oy i bk Fie Ty v ok * ok S b Tag d bikAak 3L

tee

*pIspul SNO[EPUEDS 'SPITOq SI o

03 Aai1qe1oadsos SA13 03 FuAWAGOU JUILILI JO sawen ay3 1ySnoq Afjeniiqeq
3y BL3 N0 PILLINg 3f JANIHUTY JU4 IY LI 1535919301 Suipen pue [Ersnpy] -
IPIM YIia I9PUTUY ESEM Asjoog] ‘910 wouy ulisal 01 PIDIY SEA s?iue:cllsmna ,
1D [n_}:'qnop' ur wonepmby ot Juam fuedwoo e UAYM PUE “AUECIIED
uEe] PuE[EaZ, A3N Y3 JO 101221p © SeA 3 {JUDWILIDADE) ISE] sj{:uompr:]g u -

spe1], Jo pieog *3 J0 juapisaId uaxqg pey (L6-S781) e{IPPUTIA UOL{JUAV ¢

-3oUIS 193 BIPU] UL PaAT] 3ATY AJIWE) 3T JUBWLIA0S) UEIpU] :gp q u;riq
p:IJ'LIB:IE aye3se 231e| £ Jo piojpur] pue yieg a3 Jo sapueunue) ‘Aso[d 2)qeaasds
a1 ur skep suj papua Jauup{§ pue LjeaeD [uBusg 31 oyj 01 pILIYSuTIl .
107€] sEA SN 313 ING ‘PUBLLLIOD 5JAUURYS JIPUR poasejd ‘s2010) E3EIEN AT -
wro1 81231359p Jo Apogq e fjjeuiBpo sea 9510} stouuryg “EoI ul E!EP yspug
a3 03 Buiugjsuen Anly ENEIEN A pautol pue- feme ues ang ‘ePMOED -
ut 1o7und e 03 paanusidde sem FH tssAnSTH andfey s ﬁ;{norii'gusl ?:q E;plos =
; get SEM JAITIUAPE AN 5
yspIcag  “IRUURYS §a|nDIaH Jo uos AP P 1o} L
Funoow 19400 Lq PIPIEASY seA PUE YSU E 300l 195U o}, tsnuad Amyno 2 i
o1y Jo symwupsd S Lqdradolg (uatisN Jo Lmuopasg Y3 Pa]] 2ABY 0 I g
19y3Ey ST ING “EIEW JO JOUIGADD SUIENQ 123e] (PE61-9SI) SPUNT 1 3
-31E NoA UBY} [rynneaq 210w JrasmoA Sunjuryl wey &
ssep Surni e 03 Suls 38104 JIE 13 PUE ¢£132d sheA[e ISOWIE SBA

yyead oy 1, "a1iduig SEISIA0 AU JO PIOI IUNDI 3ty patew s30e1dsp }" ;.
yons mayf K1910g Burp(mg 109813qr 343 JO ammyrej 9[qeIndaisIp At @
¢ [EPUEds AS[00H Y3 ‘[BPUES BPPUMIN a3—Anidnyieq pue pney &
JO S[EpUEdS UL YOI SEA\ UOPUOT] ogls-dp-itd -fapqeas sy andwg =
o3 oAt 1E3 SUORIPEN PUE SIGEY IYI O3 3PHS 03 UCHEUTLINP
po880p € uEy) PIOW OU UIYO SEM reBna 3yBnoy3 (jIYOmMYD IBYA - 3
pue “Je1 sea uondniio) 'I|qIsuss Ap3sows a1om sI|N 81T “PIIOS 34
saN[BA §3] “PAAEY3 [[3 ‘0B sr01onbuoa sB ‘sem 2117 [BLadLL ST,
-€0gI ur 2510 8 JUURYS SE juaundal
211 PapUNO] ¢19UURS sawe[ [au0joD) LS ¢s3oue] [eSuag 15T Y3 UL
1ouuR(g B U93q sAEME PEY 21943 PUE ‘E[pU] Uf p2AIas PEY sfayoeng
jo sugneiausn) G6EYL UT [IOS UPY UO ey ysnug ayy paueyd &
151y pey oy ‘ajpuny ydasof jo uos Iy3 STA ‘uepng 2y3 ui geis jo .

B

JOIYD S IRUAYIRY @[pUny Kiuagy [easusy -Juresheq Jo‘ uonEls |y , ;
aty pa1ead £j|enjdia pue Auninga ays ur paAIas pey oym e[epdeJo
1audeN] pIO7T JO SUOS 3Y] 1A Ly uerpuy ay3 ur s1ayloiq 1ordeN H
om 3y, ‘pasofjoy A[[edo] a10m sdo1s300] S19Y3E] puE ‘S[ELIOWA
yomys pue s3si| sinouoy i3 ul Kypajeadar teadde soweu aumes 3
oy, "aotatas [eradut 3y uf Juoms sem uonpen Afnue] YL
-aqesaide A1aa pue [yasn tgsajoBuELD PAWI3S [[B PUE ‘PEOT A4 dn ]

Fogu T e 1

F‘

[paauan) U s15yotadin]

TeT

Yainyo ay3 e 12514 ysnduy ue sem 2Isy) pue ‘sume ul

Jood pue £yjoj 3194 smofeBung ayy pue E[E&F]E[ E.lEA\nII\I prs;icii{fali
Buyjo8 pue ‘Apuey ur §,U33n() 9Y3 1€ $20UEp pue ‘s[jes jusnbay
9128 21313 PUB 323 YIES 20UQ WO 3V A[[euLiou axam sjdoag "]
s Anus8 Lnunos PoI2pIo-[[am g paAr A5t pue ‘puejSuy ur uonmnp'a
243 woy pautnyar £ouyy uaya ‘sonjrure) s J3yI0UE 2t ojup lﬂau.mm
sheme A|1esu s1ague)g awoy 38 A1opos funoo Luz se L3runw
-LU0D & 9A1s1[9x3 AJaua13s se pauoj ‘ajduwexo 10 ‘uojdag jo f3runu
-wod dunuerd ay 1, *xopoyato Ajawaidns pauretuas apy Jo 1auuEi ay
pue—3uny31aas mauy sjueAlss sq:—bem&d jo pu.nl Aue pazsjio)
3stersadinr ay3 “Foupw asustur ST 3Im aﬁanm ateand e &HEimm
Sem Jeym ur Jurary *syuepuadap s1ow Io KLyy 0 xo1d 8 Jusw
“S11QE3s3 33 tmoj uo 3 s1y ool [EoIgo Totuas Ay e g ‘dures u1

$1913n2-sse13 pue stwoo1d ‘s1auapred ‘Iarrer-rajea e ‘wewrkipune| e

PUE 10]1E3 E *510A338-3[(€3 “S00D ‘351U § USIP[IYD Io1eaq

uey3 prdur 21our usaa u.r;usjs 21580 € 4q ‘uzall.gl';{o pasmrlf:ﬁ:i[;:
3Ay-f3uamg jo s e ey Ajisea 1y3nw erpuy ur ajdnos pau:nau.t € 1B
0s ‘43noy3 ‘udjjoms £janbsalo:d uayo sem sﬁu}qq jo :J]B:)S.Z)L{ I, swoy
35 Anuad ysnig sassa) aup Jo uonmpen £yred-stuum 3yl uy yanw
981000 J|qEIIOJWIOD PUE PrEYs & pansind 31 3ng ‘umi 03 Eum:xa.pa){oo]
a4y Jou Lew andiwg jo sapip oo 3yl ur a:;rI '}1.16 1 43N pue
WOPUOT JO STIUAE PUE Y3[eam 2y atm Eug.:s;:nﬁ ‘p‘unmﬂqaeq UMOSIY

b JO SPIEPURIS 5\3 soprymie eputaoad oy 01 Surdidde sem [1rya1nyn

f \
Anunod 3y 03 mou Lisa pue suo-fyusm T jsuerpur-oj3uy 100

%

. uejurenboe
1e oym ajdoad
241 st se  Bury
[nA 2y, *a1ay

Aw puaixs o3 suoniquie ou aaey  puz d|qesnide o
92141 sdeytad mouy 1 *Anunos Y3 JO WwoIsTO pInsqe
"[e3,, 30u AW uo pajusuiwoy saey suefpur-o|3uy 19
NG 35MI231 € JO 31| Y3 paAl aaey ] ¢ ¢ - "31353p 243 ul §3sE0 AN
e fay 1, "usamaq TEJ pue maj I8 erpu] U aldoad DDI[\.I T 'Jdl
£1108 ® 218 Loy ow Ieg] | “sanneaq Jesrd ss}qasmaqg J.L{ﬂnoqq Ao :lI
ydnoys se Jupjoo; Jjz sorieann ted[na LiseN -sooes oy3 ge uatuolix
uerpu-oj3uy pricy jo 10| v, *£33pos uerpur-ojduy o3 e [[E
ie Jou p]P ‘L6g1 puE 9631 UI Bipup ur sem o'qm; ‘NYy21nyD uonsurLL\

[P4au30) uy spsyprasdug



Imperialists in General

5

“They walk dolorously to and fro under the glare of jerking electric

lamps, when they ought to be sitting in shirtsleeves around little

tables treating their wives to iced lager beer.’ So wrote Kipling of
Caleutta’s commercial communiry. By now. the merchants of Em-

pire, no less than the governors, were mostly men of habit and con-

vention, conservative men who honoured the proprieties. It was not

ic l:hmg to smoke in the streets of Calcutta, and in the evening B

4 v . ! :

int at;xt.y of slums and emadiation, the richer British box-wallahs

emerged in top-hats and frock-coats to promenade the Madan,
]

driving steadily here and therein broughams, hansoms and victorias
)

exchanging bows and transient assessments. There was, however, °
3

- much more variety to the unofficials of Empire. They come from a
wider range of backgrounds, and from the photographs of the time
they gla‘arc out at us—for there is often something accusatory to their
expressions—with striking suggestions of force and originality
Let us look at a few faces from the imperial gallery of the ninc.tics,

chosen at random from a railway camp, a Spy cartoon, an African -

police station and a settlement of the Australian Outback. Here
. * 3

For.a start; is Ronald Preston, the railhead engineer of the Uganda
Railway, then under canvas with his gangs half-way to Lake Victoria -

_ frt?rn the sca. We see him sitting at the entrance to his tent with his
wzfc‘Florcncc, wearing a linen suit and a shirt without a tie, and
holding a gun across his knees. He has prominent teeth and ’]ar e
ears, and all around him are trophies of the hunt—zebra skings
an!fclopc horns, tiger hides. He looks lean, loose-limbed, a little sad,
as though he has been condemned to live for ever ur;dcr canvas:

building railways and shooting animals: and beside him his wile, in

a long skire, mutton-s]ccvcs and a little black boater hat, gazes

Fo'r]omly out of the picture into the surrounding wilderness, ve

faintly smiling?. o » v
It is the White Rajah of Sarawak, Sir Charles Anthony Brooke,
1 She had reason to look forlorn. The Prestons had

et biason t0 Jock forlocn. restons had already spent half a

pretime buil inchnya E,;s ;[;5; 2, and they were never to go home for long,
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. who returns our stare so urbanely from the Spy cartoon in Panity

Fair, What kingly ease of deportment! What perfection of buttoned
. frock-coat! How exquisitely symmetrical the heavy white mous-

50y il isigf

4

E taches and the curled grey hair above the high forehead! Brooke has

L. prominent white eyebrows, bags beneath the eyes, a wrinkled turtle-

neck and a bulky cleft jaw, but above all it is the expression of the

face that holds our attention—the expression of a man who makes

his own rules, in a sphere of action-altagether unique, dealing in

subjects that we know nothing whatsoever about, and would be

wise niot to make foolish comments on.

Haughty in a very different kind is “Bobo’ Young, an employee
of the British South Africa Company in north-eastern Rhodesia, -
who was previously a private in the Scots Guards, and a cook in the
Bechuanaland Border Police, and who policed his tribes with a
ferocious sang-froid—he once killed twenty-five natives in a single
fight. He is pictured sitting with his arms folded, against a prison-
like background of a brick wall, wearing a high-collared military
tunic, and squinting sidelong at the camera, so that his face looks
one way and his eyes another: he has a waxed moustache like a
drill sergeant’s, his eyes are fiercely gleaming, and his mouth is set

a sardonic, slightly contemptuous smile, such as might shrivel an
African chicftain to insignificance, or in another incarnation wither
an importunate customer in the cab queue at the Savoy.!

And finally a great lady of Empire, Daisy Bates. Miss Bates first
set eyes on Australia in the middle nineties, a young Irishwoman of
literary leanings and polished manners. She had married an Australian
cattle-rancher, but was to spend her life in the service of the abori-
gines, whose fate as a people she assumed to be sealed, and whose
last generations she wished to comfort. She was a woman of truly
ictorian resolution, and did nbthing by half-measures, living for
ears alone among the tribes, learning their languages, accepting
he squalors of their society, and never passing judgement. In our
nicture we sec her secting off by camel-buggy for a particularly

ghastly journey around the Great Australian Bight. Beside the two

e 1 Young died in England, while watching a cricker match, soon after the
- First World War, and Lake Young, in the Chinsali district, has reverted to it_s

" old name of Shiwa Ngandu—The Home of the Crocodiles,
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Imperialists in General

visiting dudes from the Moth ] B 2 _
other Country. The Australian Arthur ¥ swindled. They lived at the best hotels and drank champagne at

Patchett Martin wrote a poem, My Cowsin from Pall Mall, about t

this feeling, describing th fval 3 ! E:
B ing the arrival in Melbourne of a particularly ¢ financial intrigue, they spent their time making open and indecent

£ Jove to the maids behind the bars set up at almost every corner.’

SUPErIor new-comer:

On the morrow through the city we sauntered, arm in arm.

I strove to do the cicerone—m
1y style was grand and calm.
1 showed him all the lions—bur I noted m';'gttﬁ derpsx‘r o

His smile, bis drawl, bis eyeglass and bis supercilions air.

As we strolled along that crowded street, where Fachion bolds proud sway :

He deigned to glance at everything, but not one word did say;
I Teaf{y thought be war impressed by its well-deserved remmﬂ:
Till be drawled “Not bad—ot bad at all—for a provincial town.

;

"The maverick patrician escaped all this: Lord Henry Paulet with his ;

Salisbury sawmills, ‘Lo . . ol =
Ty , ‘Lord Have-One-More’ on the Klondike trail, S and chest or staff and script’, and wandered off to be Avatars in

or Sir Drummond : i
mond Dunbar, the eighth baronet, whose home at this . Vishnu-land. In a small kraal between King William Town and East

time was an uninviting shack in Johannesburg. So did the roving ° By

company of the imperial bums, those loiterers, beachcambers and
scavengers who roamed the Empire from end to end, occasionall

pretending to be Americans when the law was at th::ir heels bu};
generally recggr{izably British. We meet them everywhere ‘Thc
sweep of their indigence was marvellously wide, and thc‘same

rogue Briton might turn up i '

Rl%:dcs' h B p in Queensland and Borneo, Egypt and iR¥ - monkey-god: and there beneath a tree, alone among the monkeys,
: ;a, wherever the presence of the Empire gave him some d

nominal protection and'prmlcgc. In the Transvaal, where the 23

protection was most nominal and the privilege non-existent, most of ¥

the Uitland iti ; g 1 )
the Uitlanders were British, and a wild lot they were—‘wanglers’, Z§i%. family and his faith to become a disciple of the Jakko fakir. For two

wrote one contemporary observer,! ‘workers of snaps’, © ’
i . ps’, ‘fixers-u
Artful Dodgers and Slick Sams. “They bribed, they lied, thltzy:

1 Vere Stent, 2 journalist who accompanied Rhodes on his peace-making

mission in the Matopos, and who described in Environs of the Golden City and

Pretoria the i i ol S
Alik a'ncr; impact of the Uitlanders upon the Biblica! pastorialism of che

228

Imperialz'm in General

eleven o’clock in the morning. When not involved in some sordid

In the Yukon that summer hundreds of such adventurers were
stumbling over the high passes towards the Bonanza creek, many

: of them fresh from England, many others from Australia or the
i older goldfields of British Columbia, and hundreds more were
-~ wandering through the Outback or the High Veldt, surviving as
Y often as not by grub-staking—pledging a share of any claim they
" pegged in return for supplies in the meantime. In India many old

soldiers of the East India Company army, still drawing 2 pension of
1/- a day, wandered from job to job, barracks to barracks, often with
half.caste wives. Here and there across the Empire we come across
the trail of somebedy who has deliberately turned his back on his
own kind, an imperial renegade, a mystic. The original of Brown-

ing’s Waring became Prime Minister of New Zealand,* but there
S ere others who really did choose ‘land-travel or sea-faring, boots

London, in South Africa, a blind English lady lived at this time with
the Kaffirs, who treated her with kindly courtesy: occasionally they
took her into town to beg from the white people, but in the evening

E she always returned to the kraal, and shared her profits with her

hosts. And sometimes the English children of Simla crept up the
hill of Jakko, high above the town, to the temple of Hanuman the

they would see a young Englishman dressed in the yellow robes of

. a sadbu, with a head-dress made of a leopard skin. He was Charles de
- Russet, son of a well-known local contractor, who had abandoned his

years he sat there, all alone. Sometimes an attendant came from the
temple, to give him food: and sometimes the children, peering
through the brush, would hear the old priest calling his monkey-

! He was Alfred Domett (1811-87), who eventually retired to London with

1 CM.G—
Ob, never star was lost bere but it rose afar!
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Proconsuls

and the bodyguards and the obsequies of princes—it was all kind &8
of charade. The Viceroy was only a temporary Civil Servant, on
five-year term, and would presently go home again. The rules of;
British India were inescapable, and exact. When a Viceroy sailed:
: out to assume his dignities he was entitled to a grant of £3,500, to
; cover his travel expenses and equipment. When he returned t 3
England at the end of his service he was allowed a ship of the Indian 4
: ~ Marine as far as Suez, the limit of his power: but once there, he
and his Vicereine were all on their own, could claim no more d.lvmc, X
appurtenances, and must seek the help of Thomas Coolk’s for their: ]
onward travel, paying their own fares.

’;Y%Mm G\‘Grru A{;E#-. Pﬂ?‘ ﬂhl"ﬂ-f(&

CHAPTER FIFTEEN

Consolations

Oh, Pre seen a lot of girls, my boys, and drunk a lot of beer,

And Pre met with some of both, my boys, as left me mighty queer,
But for beer to knock you sideways and girls to make you sigh,
Tou must camp at Lazy Harry’s on the road to Gundagai.

We camped at Lazy Harry’s on the road to Gundagai,
The road to Gundagai ! Five miles from Gundagai !
Yes, we camped at Lazy Harry’s on the road to Gundagai.

S

T

Loyt

B

Australian Bush Song
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B - Consolations Consolations

mpire the climax of the social season was a big race meeting.
© From every part of Australia the graziers made their way to Mel-
bourne in October, to ensconce themselves and their families in the
 comfortable old-school hostelries of the city, and show themselves
- off at the Melbourne Cup: often the whole year was remembered
'fby what happened that day, and Australians would refer to the past
a5 ‘the year Newhaven won the Cup’, or ‘the year Wait-a-Bit lost
ya head’.1 The great day of the Calcutta year was the day of the
iceroy’s Cup race, for a cup given annually by the reigning Vice-
y. ‘The grandstand is filled’, wrote G. W. Forrest in the nineties,
i ‘with noble dames from England, from America and all parts of the
f- world, who have come with their spouses to visit the British Empire.
n the paddock is a noble duke, a few lords, one or two millionaires
om America, and some serious politicians, who have visited this
land to study the Opium Question, and feel ashamed of being seen
t a race-course. The air resounds with the cres of the bookmaker,
and an eager crowd surges around the totalizer—for on the Viceroy’s
Cup day even the most cautious bank manager feels bound to have
one bet.’ After the church and perhaps the law court, the race-
tions of punch and nosegay. As early as 1801 Lord Randol Et-course was the principal landmark of a British imperial city—as
Churchill was complaining that his horse had been nobbled at rominent as the amphitheatre of Rome, and with much the same
race meeting at Salisbury, Rhodesia, a charge that rings all too true:{i§z meaning.
and when Queen Victoria sent four envoys from the Royal Hor When they were not racing the British were likely to be hunting,
Guards to visit Lobengula in his kraal, almost the first thing they:i>for wherever they went they scratched together a pack of hounds,
did was to arrange a race meeting, including the Zambesi Hanchcap teinforced it with the odd terrier, and set off in pursuit of fox,
and the Bulawayo Plate. - i ackal, elk, pig, hare, red deer, hyena, or whatever else was available
The race-course at Simla was on the high plateau of Annandale 3= to be chased. (Everybody in the Empire seemed to possess a fox-
surrounded by tall pines and deodars, and deliciously secluded. The i terrier, a bullterrier or a spaniel: no group photograph is complete
race-course at Colombo was in the middle of the city, like a bullring without a dog in somebody’s arms, and in India many imperial house-
in Spain! The race-course at Hong Kong was in Happy Vall holds had their own dog-boy, generally the son of a more senior
separated from the Chinese cemetery only by a fence of bambo employee.) There were scores of light-hearted hunts in India, and
The Poona race-course was inside the General Parade Ground. T Africa, so strong was the ethos of the British, even a few Boers
 Badulla race-course ran all the way round a little lake. An artille fook up the sport, and were to be seen authentically costumed in
‘range straddled the Lucknow race-course. The Darjeeling race} ks, shouting Tally-ho in Afrikaans. The Montreal Hunt, founded

British had been playing the game at Calcutta since 1829. Boxing was2
compulsory in the British Army. “Open order, march!” the order ran; 3
‘Front rank, about turn! Bax!

Above all the British took with them evcry'whcre their taste
equestrian sports, inherited as it was among their friends the Indi
princes from the warlike tendencies of their forebears. In those days:
the horse and the gentry still went together, racing and hunting®
were the passions of the English upper classes, and horsiness w
more than a social phenomenon it was an historical legacy, too, The
thoroughbred horse went with them always, and there was scarcely:
a town in the Empire which did not have its race-course—a scrub
little ring of beaten-out turf on the veldt, or splendid arenas like

. Calcutta’s or the Curragh in Ireland, with-their glittering grands
stands, brilliant white rails, club-houses and sprinkled lawns. Th
used to have race dances at Calcutta, with public breakfasts, an
curious alternations of sweepstake and country dance, and ‘it
Madras the sportsmen of the East India Company had built them:
selves a delightful set of assembly rooms beside the track, a tall b1g
windowed building with fine wide terraces and flapstaffs, and eman

-1 The Cup is still the great event of thc Australian season, and the Windsor
tel in Melbourne, one of the graziers’ favourites, seems to me on the wholc
most comfortable I know.

race-course was claimed to be the largest. In many parts of th
11t is now an open air lecture-hall of the University of Ceylon.
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Coinsolations

drunk by the British soldiery, who called it ‘neck-oil’, ‘purge’, 0
. ‘pig’s ear’:and who often grouped-themselves in ‘boozing schoo

dedicated to the common spending of all available funds on drink
- The greatest single problem facing. the Calcutta police in the 1890
~was the spate of drunken British scamen at week-ends: in the Ro 3
- Navy more officers were court-martialled for drunkenness than for
-any other offence. ' . '

Among the moneyed classes, and the gamblers, champagne was

_the drink-of the day. Wheh West Ridgeway, later Governor ¢
- Ceylon, marched under Roberts from Kabul to Kandahar, he wis

" haunted throughout by the thought of iced champagne. So terribl

did it pursue him that when Roberts ordered him to ride as fastg
as he could to the nearest railway station, with an urgent dispatchy

- for the-Viceroy, the first thing that occurred to him was that at any}

Indian railway station iced champagne would be available. He}
telegraphed ahead to reserve a bottle, he rode breakneck for thre

"days and’ nights—and ©oh! ‘the disappointment: the ice
- melted, the champagne was corked, and the next morning I had’
- head’. , ' .
So important was champagne to these men of Empire. One of the}
many complaints of the Assistant Commissary-General, whenl
Wolseley’s army was having difficulties in the Sudan campaigngH
* 1884, was that the champagne, officially taken for medicinal pur}
- poses, was ‘of very indifferent quality, and calculated to depre

rather than to exhilarate the system’. Officers’ messes normallys
. carried vast amounts of champagne around with them on campaigr

" —General Buller, on this same advance up the Nile, used to gi 3

seven-course dinners in-his tent, washed down with any amoun
it—and champagne was ordered as a matter of course for anya
impérial triumph or venture. ‘Champagne’ Anderson, 2 jolliy o

prospector of the Rhodesian nineties, got his name because aftef}

selling a claim for a satisfactory profit he ordered himself a hotelj
bath-of champagne, at 253 a bottle. Lord Avonmore set off for th
Klondike with seventy-five cases of champagne: unfortunately i
froze, and was auctioned off in the main street of Edmonton
went for 2§ cents a case, successful bidders instantly breaking:
necks of the good bottles, and drinking them there and then. .
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Consolations

Consolations
nented by all the flashiest millionaires of the day—Rhodes :

clf, lounging in his wicker chair on the terrace, the indefati-

e Alfred Beit, who dined there every evening, returning to his
e after dinner to continue making money till midnight, or
ey Barnato, the ex-boxer from London, who drowned himself
umping from a ship in Cape Town harbour on Jubilee day.
The club at Madras was described, in Iney’s Club Directory, as ‘one
the most magnificent clubs in the world, amidst the splendours
opical vegetation and surrounded by luxuries which Nature and
combine to offer those who can enjoy spacious apartments, cool
onnades, the grateful sea-breezes wafted across green fields laden
with the perfume of roses and mendhim, while ice, fruit and flowers
=5 say nothing of admirably trained servants—contribute to the
! ¢ in which even a soldier may at times

atches of Sybarite enjoymen

llowed to indulge’. It was in the club at the hill station of
Gotacamund in southern India—Snooty Qoty’—that a subaltern
H1ed Neville Chamberlain, in 1875, first thought of adding an

social privileges, they could live in a class above themselves, €
rated in grandeur as they rose in rank, until at last in their n
ment back they went to England, to live in obscurity with
housckeeper and a jobbing gardener, and be known to the neig
bours, after ruling a couple of million people for half a lifetime,
having been ‘something in the colonies’. In the early days
Empire they had adopted the sybaritic ways of the natives, dres
chemselves in silks and reclined languidly on divans with hook
as late as 1850 Samuel Shepheard, founder of Shepheard’s Hote
Cairo, was portrayed dressed altogether as an Egyptian, feet up
a wide and squashy sofa, with a shallow tarboosh on his hea
arrot at his elbow, and a splendid brass hubble-bubble conv
ently at hand. By the nineties the British usually preferred their ow
varieties of relaxation, and wherever they went they took
them the chintz, the leather arm-chairs, the glass decanters and th
potted plants that were the hall-marks of cultivated leisure at hom

Ly

; " The club was pre-eminently a product of this portable décons In .

i * - barring only the chintz. Tnsulated against the world outside, € coloured ball to the billiards table, and .thus .mventcd. t‘he
4 " almost certainly to natives and very likely to females, with its owngggEAmC of snooker: it was named after the term given in the British
ﬂ * hierarchy of president, committee and senior members, the to a first-year officer cadet, and the original rules were hung
- ' 7l in the Ootacamund Club, at the start of their phenomenal

=) ) was a- comforting enclave-of Englishness, its familiar features
{ . i changed whether it was deposited in equatorial heat or near-Arct
t 0 1 old. It was social centre, library, hotel, town forum, recreations
ound all in one. If ever the British community wished to for3
gather, it would do so ‘up at the Club’: and whenever the waig
dering Briton wished to find company of his own kind he had only;
to get himselfintroduced to a member, and soon he would be stan
ing at the bar asifhe owned it, asking his neighbour ifhe happeried
know “Tommy’ Oldbourne, who'd been Forest Officer in those partsif
i in the eighties. Some clubs were exceedingly luxurious. The Kim
berley Club, in the heyday of Rhodes and his diamond cronies,
as lavish as you might expect: it was a graceful low white building
arcades below, veranda above, with wrought-iron railings, impos
lamp standards, a pair of tall flagpoles and a small projecting bal
cony, like those on the Doge’s Palace, from which overwhelming}
successful financiers might harangue or encourage the toiling spe 138
lators below. It reeked of success, lived by diamonds, and wail

260

ey around the world.

Australia the clubs very early became strongholds of estab-
ed wealth and dignity ina disrespectful continent. The grandest

* them was the Melbourne Club, which had begun indeed as a
:p-roaring affair, whose members went in for false fire-alarms,
Ebushing policemen into mud-holes, stealing door knockers or fight-
=inp not very deadly duels—they had a special annexe to creep into,
to slecp it off or lie low. It had matured into a very bastion of
respectability, with handsome renaissance premises in Collins
Street, liveried menials and large lace-curtained windows through
“hich the eminent bankers, politicians, graziers and mining men of
tictoria could look out upon the life of their metropolis, and deplore :
e passing of the old days. The Rideau Club in Ottawa had elegant '
emises directly opposite the Parliament Buildings of the Canadian
nfederacy, with balconies allowing members a canopied grand-
iand view of every ceremonial, The Kildare Street Club in Dublin

———r -2
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. sometimes so dominating their cities that the hotel in the centre o

. fortress that was the city’s raison d¢tre.

W L7 — ke s S

Consolations o Consolations

hotels sprang up, spacibusly called the Chéteau This or That, and

6

S ey had developed to a new pitch of finesse the art of living in

All these were very grand hotels indeed.! They lived by thesftropical countries. The specialist outfitters of London offered all
Empire, had mostly risen with its fortunes, and were now in their ds of ingenious devices for defeating the equatorial climates—
plushy, palmed and Electric-Illuminated prime, Perhaps more supZilieipatent ice machines, spine-pads, thornproof linen, the Shikaree
gestive of the best imperial pleasures, though, were the houseboaty38&Tropical Hat, in white and brown canvas, from Henry Heath’s
for which the British had a particular fondness. At Aswan, high wvell Known Shoppe for Hattes in Oxford Street. The tent of a

Quebec has been popularly supposed, ever since, to be the ancient

the Nile, one could hire a dababia, one of the long-prowed saili tish Army officer in the tropics was a sight to see, with its
boats which still provided passenger service down to the Delta for&fe=portable writing-desk, its canvas camp bath, the gleaming boots
those who could not afford Cook’s steamer fares. This would bezlelaid out on their trees beside the ‘Union Jack’ Patent Field Boot
exquisitely converted by Cook’s, and equipped down to the last3 Container, the taut white ‘Up-Country’ Mosquito Net and the
table napkin, and it conld be towed more or less where you wished, SEUnique’ Anti-Termite Matting on the floor. Private houses, though
preferably within reach of one of the better hotels, for tea-dances ofgsestaffily packed with the bric-d-brac of the day, were shaded by
tennis. Even more delicious were the houseboats of Kashmir, moore yerandas and cooled by hand-powered fans, worked by invisible
on the celestial lake of Srinagar beneath the Karakoram, and servi Yervants in the room next door (in the best-ordered households the
by floating shops that drifted out from town each morning. The Junkah magically started swaying the moment you showed signs
quaint craft were devised because a Maharajah of Kashmir, fearin pausing in a room, to glance at a picture or pin your hair up).
an influx of retired British officials into his arcardian State, forbad Fyery kind of al fresco activity was popular. The British loved
Europeans to own land there. The Europeans took to the wate@@inicnics, and camping parties, and boating, and often at Government
_ instead, and in about 1875 the first of the Kashmir houseboats wer ouses, if there were too many guests for the bedrooms, great
 launched. They looked like little ‘Thames-side chalets mounted o comfortable tents would be erected on the lawn for the overflow.
hulls, with dormer windows and shingle roofs, the whole slightlys Even so, the Victorians in their tropical possessions must have
orientalized by curving prows: and on their decks the exiled Britishis en fearfully hot and sticky. Their clothes were so heavy, they
gazing across the water towards the white ramparts beyond, tod were so loaded down with protective devices like puttees (against -
their tea and crumpets, did their embroidery, devised new phrasei##&Esnakes) and neckpads (against heat-stroke), that a dressy occasion
for their journals in uninterrupted content. : ust have been horribly uncomfortable. For the most part to be
1 Most of them still thrive. Shepheard’s was destroyed in the Cairo rio smart was to be dressed just as you would be at homt;: in England,
of 1952, but has beén rebuilt on an even better site, beside the Nile. en though the temperature might be 100 degrees in the shade.

terrace of the Casino Palace at Port Said is sadly dingy now, but the ho sWomen used to order comp]ctc outfits from London, with dress,

service is still geared to the passape of the India boats through the canal.’ ; 1d not afford it, at
Crescent Hotel at Aden is still the best in town, while the Taj Mah gloves, bag and shoes to match (or if they could no !

Bombay remains the most imposing building in the city, and is perhaps th took great pains to conceal the fact that their dresses had been
grandest hotel in Asia. The G.O.H. in Colombo has been redecorated e by a tailor in the bazaar). When one took a turn on the Madan
advanced colours and indigenous motifs, removing its last traces of impers FCalcutta one wore a thick frock-coat and a top-hat. Men really
splendour, but Raffles has kept its character, and the Canadian Pacific hote

still boast in the Royal York at Toronto ‘the largest hotel in the Commar dress for dinner in remote 'troplca.l Outposts, 1f only to kt‘:ep
wealth’—1,600 rooms, and an Imperial Lounge. ¢ sense of root and order. The British soldier in the tropics,
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Consolations

SO L : Consolations

B:Ejfness, were indefatigable sightseers. The Victoria Falls very soon
ame a tourist spectacle, and even India was full of the symptoms
he. trade—the blackguardly guides, bowing obsequiously, the
cture-postcard man at the Taj Mahal, or the chairs with long poles
fached to them, in which the trippers from Bombay were carried
Fcdolies up the long steep steps to the caves on Elephanta Island.
team of four guides was considered convenient for sightseers in
dras—No 1 to lead, No 2 to see that he does it, No 3 to see that
2 does his duty, while No 4 supervises the lot’. They habitually
illed British tourists ‘My Lord’, in the Empire of those days:
ipling says gharry-men in India used to warn off rival carriages by
ming they were ‘rotten, My Lord, having been used by nativer’.
The British enjoyed themselves with the theatre, too. Calcutta
jid:four professional English-speaking theatres, Melbourne three,
iid there was even one in Rangoon—though most of them only
liyed music-hall and harmless farce. Sometimes fairly distinguished
Gmpanies from London undertook a tour of the more urbane
imperial centres: Charles Carrington, one of the best avant-gards
Jducers of the nineties, spent three years touring India, Australia,

i though he changed into white uniform, still had his jacket br
.~ buttoned to the chin—and carefully dandified himself each evening
. buttons polished and hair slicked; even if he had nowhere to go bl
the canteen in the cantontnent," As if'all this were not enough;’
Favourité recteation of the British was the fancy dress ball, to w
guests-often jcame. weighed -down with elaborate fincries—whe
Tiord -Roberts gave one at’ Simla-in 1887, eighteen officers of th
Royal Irish came in a body in long scarlet coats and powdered wigs,
#iThere was an overpowering aura of closeness—one can scarcel
speak:of sweatiness in such a context—to the whole grandeur g
‘Eimpire, the epauleted, gold-braided jackets, the heavy silks |
long skirts, the:dark brown paint of the Government offices. Th
t.'ixste of the Jate Victorians:was ill suited to the administration of
tropical. Empire.: There is a picture of the Wiltshire Regimed
officers” mess at Peshawar in 1886 which depressingly suggests thig
portentous . clutter. The table is thick with regimental silve
;gl;:bphic_s and elaborate oil lamps-and sauceboats and pepper-pots an
‘goblets, and the walls seem to sag beneath the weight of antler
Flags are draped here and there, napkins are impeccably fol
_ré;nd.thc sixteen chairs for the officers are packed so tightly together
in the-midst f it all that there looks scarcely room for the servant:ioJg
manoeuvre a crested 'soup!platg between them. The homes ofithel
‘seriiof civilidn officials wete just as overloaded with consequence®
V:(_T_-,pircmment!'House at Poofia, where the Governor of Bombay spe
. His’suniniers; was built in ‘the chiteau style; like a Canadian ho
:'alndhad ‘anieighty-foot-tower,a grotto, a lake and innume
- ebos, arbours and summer-houses. Inside it was burdene
1 cr-"with“dérk"wood panélling ‘and -chandeliers, festooned with
:ij;iaigtu):_c__s -of kings and’ maharajahs, crammed with gigantic and}
[tigubrious pieces of furniture. It must have been difficult indeed fc
A MRS S X .
Cgovcmo;:,-“;when wedring his sword for ceremonial reception;
“pass ffomione saloon toanother: but he was used to it all—Hhis
er palace; iris Borabay; ihad two dining-rooms, one for the. drjj
; jé;':ur;llé}:;-‘i)né;:;forsthﬁrnonso'on.-: '

t

hey- cnjoygd-:thcmselvcs with tourism. The British, for all th

fiisical companies from London toured the garrison theatres of
Thidia; and Thespians in the mellow tradition of ham and fly-by-night
iturned up on the frontier stations; like the well-knowri
Professor who was a familiar figure of the Rhodesian veldt, pledding
s'sad troupe from one stand to the next, Hamlet to panto-

gthave formed an absolutely essential part of the. imperial way.
When Kipling wanted to invent a conversation to show the sameness
Bfimperial conversation everywhere, this is what he wrote: “And
hen, you know, after she had said #bar he was obliged to give the

to the other, and that made hem furious, and the races were so
e that nothing could be done, and Mrs —— said that it was
ltopether impossible.” The most familiar photograph of social life
: ¢ Empire of the nineties, to be found in faded sepia print in

Erictiire albums from British Columbia to the Cape, shows Colonel

¥(mpstead, Mrs Rathbone, Miss Susan Walkley-Thomas and the
erend Arthur Millstead, poised precariously in too much make-
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ic:\;{:anland‘and Egypt with Ibsen’s 4 Doll’s House. Well-known

Amateur theatricals flourished almost everywhere, and seem
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