
Overview 
 

EDCI 598A: Project Proposal and Literature Review 
 

Calendar description: 
 
Encourages discussion of alternate approaches to project topics as well as 
examine the components of a project proposal, especially the features of an 
effective literature review. The proposal and literature review for the MEd project 
must be accepted by the 598A course instructor and the student’s program 
supervisor. 
 
Note: Students who do not complete the course requirements may register a 
second time for the course. Incomplete course requirements in the second term 
will result in withdrawal from the program. There are appeal procedures for 
extenuating circumstances. 
 
Prerequisites: Open only to students admitted into selected Community-based 
Master's of Education Programs. 
Grading: COM, INP, N, F. 
 
Details: 
 
The major assignment for EDCI 598A is to prepare a paper that has three parts: 
 
A. A very brief introduction to the topic  
B. An analytical review of literature (20-25 pages) 
C. Project proposal, which flows from the literature review (varies, but around 5-8 
pages) 
 
The literature review informs your project and is the heart of your paper for 598A. 
Let’s look at each part: 
 
A.   A very brief introduction to the topic that includes: 
·   An introduction to your topic; 
·   A brief narrative of how you became interested in this topic; 
·   A concise discussion of the significance of your topic to education generally 

and the importance of your particular area of focus. 
·   A description of your research path, the research strategies and search terms 

that you relied on to identify literature to review. 
·   The scope of the literature.  It is likely that you found many more articles than 

are reported; so how did you choose? 
·   A summary paragraph providing an overview of the review. 

 
B. An analytical, critical review of relevant, published literature (20-25 

pages) 



The literature review is the first part of your research and the heart of the 
project and reveals your deep understanding of your topic.  It will include: 
·   Identification of the question(s) and sub-topics that guided your review and 

that you address through the literature review; 
·   A coherent and comprehensive critical review of the significant literature in 

your review.  This review of literature will comprise the largest part of your 
literature review section and has the following parts: 

o   A survey of key publications related to your questions(s). 
o   Identification and explanation of 3 to 7 themes that arise from your 

review 
o   A critique of your findings (e.g., what is missing in the literature?) 
o   Identification and detailed elaboration of any significant works that 

have been widely cited and that may serve as a foundation for your 
topic or a sub-topic. 

o   A summary of the main findings of your review. 
 
A literature review at the Masters level does not merely form a report on 
published literature, but instead presents a carefully crafted ARGUMENT or 
perspective on this literature. 
 
Your literature review also forms a foundation for your project. At the end of the 
review, you will also outline additional questions you have and where you might 
find some answers to these questions; this additional search forms the second 
part of the research for your project. 
 

EDCI 598B: Project 
 
Calendar description: 
 
The project proposal approved in 598A is to be completed and will include the 
approved literature review, an analytic and professional reflection on the 
contributions of the project. A project may be presented in any appropriate form – 
prose, performance, multimedia, or exhibition for example – but must include a 
written submission of moderate length. The successful completion of the project 
requires the approval of the course instructor and the student’s program 
supervisor. 
 
Note: Students who do not complete the course requirements may register a 
second time for the course. Incomplete course requirements in the second term 
will result in withdrawal from the program. There are appeal procedures for 
extenuating circumstances. 
 
Prerequisites: 598A or suitable equivalent. Open only to students admitted into 
selected Community-based Master's of Education Programs. 
 
Grading: COM, INP. 
 



Details: 
 
Your project is a reflection on an existing or a potential educational practice. Most 
projects are presented in a written form; however, through discussion with your 
Project Supervisor, other presentation forms (e.g., a script for a play, prose, 
multimedia presentation, etc.) may be appropriate. 
 
The purpose of your reflection is to describe and explain to a particular audience 
the implications of your literature review and subsequent research for an 
educational issue or context. These implications may relate to one or more of the 
following areas: 
·      Language teaching and learning; 
·      curriculum development; 
·      educational theory. 
 
The essential requirement for the reflection is to make explicit connections 
between the findings from your literature review and your research as needed to 
a particular instructional issue or context.  For example, you might: 
–Reflect back on aspects of what you have done in the classroom in the past and 

relate your experiences and practices to the literature review; OR 
–Reflect on what you anticipate doing in your classroom in the future (such as a 

curriculum plan or instructional innovations that you will develop) and outline 
and then justify these innovations through the findings of your literature 
review; OR 

–Consider the implications of educational practices and theories in relation to 
socio-cultural and cross-cultural context.  How might ‘Western’ practices be 
realized in another cultural contexts? 

 
Your reflection will also consider the limitations of your literature review and 
research and share new questions that arise from your Project, including 
suggestions for further research (You will not pursue these new, interesting 
questions in this Project, but they remain interesting questions for the future). 

 
EDCI 597: Comprehensive Examination 

 
Calendar Description: 
 
A written and/or oral comprehensive examination, which must be passed as 
required for individual Master of Education programs. 
 
Grading: INP, COM, N, F 
 
Details: In general, your comprehensive examination is an oral presentation 
followed by a set of questions. It is very likely that other EDCI 598 students will 
be present as well. A member of the Faculty will Chair the meeting and Drs. Roth 
and Blades will ask questions; those in attendance may also be permitted to ask 
questions. 	


