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Using CSSwith XHTML

*  Youknow how to write XSLT stylesheets to transform XML into XHTML.
*  But now you have XHTML, how do you styleit?
*  Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) are the answer.

What is CSS?

*  Simple, declarative syntax for positioning, styling, colouring and outlining things.
*  Vey human-readable:

font-style: italic;

means exactly what you would expect.
*  Very powerful and rich, especialy recent 2.1 and 3.0 versions.
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Getting started: how to link
your XHTML fileto a CSSfile

Linking an XHTML document to a CSS stylesheet

XHTML Document myStyle.css

body {
font-family: sans-serif;

<html> color: black;
<head> }
<link rel="stylesheet"
type="text/css" R....]
href="myStyle.css"/>
k...]
</head>

g ...1
</html=>
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<link rel ="styl esheet"
type="text/css"
href ="nyStyl e.css" />
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hl {
text-align: center;
font-weight: bold;
color: blue;



Using CSS with XHTML

CSS Rulesets (2): Selector

selector

(h1) ¢

text-align: center;
font-weight: bold;
color: blue;



Using CSS with XHTML

CSS Rulesets (3): Property

selector

text-align: center;
font-weight: bold;

property
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CSS Rulesets (4): Vaue

selector

text-align: center;
font-weight: bold;

property
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text-align(:) cente
font-weight: bold;

w@ color: blue;

open ruleset
h 1 o colon semi-colon
()
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CSS Rulesets (6): Summary

selector

open ruleset
@ o colon semi-colon
text-align(:) center(;

font-weight: bold;

property

CSS Selectors (1)

hl

Select by element name (<h1>)
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span. pl aceNane
Select by element and class, using adot (<span cl ass="pl aceNane" >)
p span. pl aceNane

Select by descendant: all <span cl ass="pl aceNane" > elementsinsidea<p>
element

h2 > span. bookTitl e

Select by child using ">": all <span cl ass="bookTi t | e" > elementswhich are direct
children of an <h2> element

h2#mai nTitl e

Selectby id (<h2 i d="mai nTitl e">)

CSS Selectors (2)

. pl aceNane

Select by class, using adot (any element with cl ass="pl aceNane")
#subTitl e

Select by 1D (without needing to specify the element name)

hl, h2, h3.chapterTitle

Group several selectors together, comma-separated (<h1>, <h2>, <h3
cl ass="chapterTitle">)

CSS Selectors: Task

How would you write a selector for:
*  both <p> and <bl ockquot e> elements?
e a<div>e€dementwith@d"notes" ?
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e a<p>witha@l ass of "i ntro" whichisinsidea<di v>with a @l ass of
"front" ?

CSS Sdectors: Task answer 1

How would you write a selector for:
*  both <p> and <bl ockquot e> elements?

p, bl ockquote { ... }

CSS Sdlectors: Task answer 2

How would you write a selector for:
e a<div>e€dementwith@d"notes" ?

di v#notes { ... }

CSS Sdectors: Task answer 3

How would you write a selector for:
e a<p>witha@l ass of "i ntro" whichisinsidea<di v>with a @l ass of
"front" ?

div.front p.intro { ... }

CSS Units

»  CSS property values which involve measurement can be expressed in severa different
units:

e Physical measurements: in, cm, mm, pt, pc (caution)

e Screen-related units: px (don't use)

* Reativeunits: em, ex, % (the best options)
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CSS Box model

Thisis how padding, margins, borders etc, work for block elementsin CSS:

<«<——Padding —>

supno”

4 N

i ' \Content/

(Image courtesy of Felix.leg/Wikimedia)

CSS Properties

Too many to list exhaustively

Lots of useful references on the web (e.g. http://www.w3school s.com/css/)
Browse the references for ideas

Figure out what you want to do and then Google, ask, read specs, etc.
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CSS: A detailed example

di v. war ni ngBox{
border: solid 2px bl ack;
background-col or: white;
col or: red;
mar gi n: lem
text-align: center;
f ont - wei ght : bol d;
I i ne- hei ght: 150%
}

CSS: Task

Write aruleset that:
* appliesto al paragraphs which are children of a<di v>withan @ d of " af t er wor d"
* indentsthefirst line of the paragraph by 1 em
* justifiesthe paragraph
* setsafont size which istwice as big as the default
» drawsadotted border around the paragraph
* leavesaspace of 2 ems between the border and the text
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di v#aft erword p{
text-indent: lem
text-align: justify;
font-size: 200%
border-w dt h: 1px;
border-styl e: dotted;
paddi ng: 2em
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