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LING 258: Indigenous Language Mentorship II: Nuuchahnulth 

2015-2016 

Instructor: Adam Werle, werle–at–uvic.ca 

Coordinator: Janna Wilson, calr–at–uvic.ca 

Locations: Somass (Port Alberni, BC, Canada) and Seattle, WA, USA 

Dates: September 2015 – April 2016 (24 weeks, 90 hours) 

Sponsors: US Department of Education, University of Victoria, Henry M. Jackson School of 

International Studies, University of Washington 

Overview. This is an intensive course on the Nuuchahnulth language that focuses on building 

oral fluency. Depending on their requirements, students will spend 72-100 hours speaking and 

listening to Nuuchahnulth. This builds on two previous language courses, which were based in 

Somass and Seattle during the summers of 2014-2015. 

Administrative contacts 

• Janna Wilson, Cultural Management Programs Coordinator, 250-721-8504, calr–at–uvic.ca 

• Robyn Davis, Director of Fellowships, 206-616-8679, rldavis–at–uw.edu 

• Nadine Fabbi, Managing Director, Canadian Studies, 206-543-6269, nfabbi–at–uw.edu 

Learning goals. By the end of the course, it is expected that students will: 

• be able to interact with fluent elders for up to 15 minutes using only Nuuchahnulth. 

• be able to design exercises for their own practice. 

• be able to converse easily on frequent, everyday topics like greetings, weather, introductions, 

eating together, learning with elders, thanks, and prayer (or requests). 

• recognize at least 500 words, 60 suffixes, 13 moods, and 4 aspects, and be able to use enough 

of these for everyday communication.1 

Activities. The course activities will consist mainly of the following. This table clarifies which 

participants are involved in which activities, and how much of the students’ total course time 

should be spent on each activity. The actual proportions of time spent will vary with each 

student’s access to fluent elders, and their academic requirements. 

 activity participants time 

• group listening and oral practice students, elders, instructor up to 60% 

• solo listening and oral practice students up to 60% 

• debriefing and planning students and instructor 10% 

Materials. Written materials will consist mainly of the Language Circle curriculum and 

resources, which are being developed through the Quuquuatsa Language Society. See Werle 

2013-2015, Haiyupis and others 2015, and the bibliography for other useful sources. 

                                                 
1 The 13 moods intended here are the neutral, real, strong, weak, article, definite, embedded, possible, hearsay, 

question, and 3 command moods (plain, go, future). The aspects are continuous, complete, repetitive, and ongoing. 
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Schedule. The course is divided into two terms of 12 weeks each, for a total of 24 weeks. The 

students and instructor will meet for 2-6 hours a week throughout the course, in person when 

they are in the same place, or by video chat when they are not. 

The following schedule plans out the 24 weeks of the course, including proposed topics for each 

week, when the instructor will be in Somass (Port Alberni) or Seattle, and how many hours of 

face time the students and instructor will get each week, for a total of 90 hours. 

 begins location, topics hrs 

1. 09/27 Seattle • LC 13-18 4 

2. 10/04 remote review 2 

3. 10/11 remote review 2 

4. 10/18 Somass • elders 6 

5. 10/25 Seattle • LC 19-24 6 

6. 11/01 remote review 2 

7. 11/08 remote review 2 

8. 11/15 Somass • elders 6 

9. 11/22 Seattle • LC 1-6 6 

10. 11/29 remote review 2 

11. 12/06 remote review 2 

12. 12/13 Somass • assessment 6 

— 12/20 winter break 0 

 begins location, topics hrs 

13. 01/10 remote review 2 

14. 01/17 remote review 2 

15. 01/24 Seattle • LC 7-12 6 

16. 01/31 Somass • elders 6 

17. 02/07 remote review 2 

18. 02/14 remote review 2 

19. 02/21 Seattle • review 6 

20. 02/28 Somass • elders 6 

21. 03/06 remote review 2 

22. 03/13 remote review 2 

23. 03/20 Seattle • assessment 6 

— 03/27 spring break 0 

24. 04/03 remote review 2 

Somass sessions will happen at meetings of the Somass Valley Language Circle, where elders 

and learners gather about 3 days a month. Students will augment this schedule with additional 

sessions with elders, according to elders’ availability, and their own academic requirements. 

Assessment. Students will be assessed at the end of each term by the instructor and, if possible, 

by fluent elders. Assessment will consist of two oral examinations, one structured and one free. 

• During the structured examination, the student demonstrates self-designed exercises in four 

learning areas determined with the instructor (15%), and performs, with the instructor, 

dialogues on everyday topics (35%), demonstrating comfort with the constructions involved. 

• During the free examination (50%), the student converses effectively on topics that were 

practised throughout the course, in a 20-minute conversation with elders and the instructor. 
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